Sound and Town Mamaroneck Matters article for 11/24/08
In my last column, I wrote about possible structural solutions for mitigating flooding in Mamaroneck.  Today’s column is on other ongoing flood-related work.
Right after the devastating floods of 2007, the Village Board revised the building code and adopted FEMA’s recommended code for buildings in flood zones.  This step was necessary not only to protect Mamaroneck residents but to qualify for federal funding.  The building inspector is carefully enforcing this code and does not issue any certificates of occupancy for non-compliant structures.
This Board of Trustees also recognizes the connections between planning, land use codes, flooding and protecting our environment.  We have passed new legislation regulating the size of structures relative to their lots that will increase open space.  We also adopted the Greenprint principles promulgated by the NYS Greenway and will follow these environmentally-sound principles as we finalize the Village’s Comprehensive Plan and make additional changes to our codes.  We hope to begin work on a new storm water management code soon to be followed by additional measures that will show progress toward our goal of being a model environmental community.
Speaking of storm water management, there are some neighborhoods that lack infrastructure to move storm water away from homes.  The Village has received a $125,000 grant from Congresswoman Lowey to expand our storm water sewer system and Village staff is in the process of prioritizing projects.  We have already addressed some local flooding issues on North Wagner and The Parkway.  If your neighborhood experiences a very local flooding problem, please contact the Village Manager’s office at 777-7703 to discuss the problem.
We continue to seek grant funds.  Although we were not successful with FEMA grants this year (mainly because of the Army Corps’s involvement in Mamaroneck), we have received grants from both Congresswoman Lowey and Assemblyman George Latimer.  Village staff is also working on a Hazard Mitigation Plan for the Village.  This Plan, when approved by New York State, will make us eligible for many more grants, including FEMA post-disaster grants.  Watch for more information on this initiative.
In addition, the Village is pursuing FEMA’s Community Rating System.  We passed the first hurdle when NYS certified that we were following the FEMA flood code rules.  We have until January 1st to submit an application to have our community assessed and rated on our flood avoidance and damage minimization practices.  When the Village is rated, most property owners with flood insurance will qualify for a reduction in their flood insurance premiums.  (Those who have received variances from flood codes are not eligible for insurance reductions.)  Obviously, the higher our rating, the better savings we will see.
Many people ask about maintenance of storm drains and the dam at the Water Works.  Village DPW staff is diligent about ensuring that storm water is able to run freely.  The dam is checked regularly, especially when a storm is forecast.  Storm drains are kept clear (although there may be leaves on top of the grate, the actual pipe is clear) and drains in low-lying areas are both monitored frequently and check again when a storm is forecast.  Every property owner in the Village can help by making sure storm drains that front your property are kept clear of leaves and other debris.
Another frequently asked question is about the maintenance of our waterways.  We are working with Harrison and will hopefully be able to rent their equipment to clear debris from the rivers.  I will report on the progress of this effort when I have more information.

Everyone working on flood-related matters – the staff, members of the Flood Mitigation Advisory Committee, the Trustees and myself – continue to seek information and learn as much as we can about what others are doing to avoid and mitigate flooding.  We continue to work with everyone we can to address the problem of flooding in Mamaroneck.
