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TREASURE HUNT WEBSITE OFFERS FREE HOUSEHOLD ITEMS

Need a toddler bed in mint condition?  How about a 100-year-old upright piano?  Or gym equipment complete with standing punching bag and treadmill?

All these items are available for free, just arrange your own pick up.  But you’d better hurry because they won’t last.

These and many other used items are available on Westchester County’s Treasure Hunt website at www.westchestergov.com/treasures.  The site is a matching service designed to put Westchester’s usable items back to good use.  This is a free service for both the person donating the item and the person receiving it. No fees can be charged by either party and transport is the responsibility of the person receiving the item.
Reducing waste goes beyond recycling and is the top priority in New York State’s solid waste management plan.  Westchester has been implementing several waste reduction programs for some time now, one of which is Treasure Hunt. 

The Treasure Hunt program was started 15 years ago – long before Craig’s List was even around – as a waste reduction effort with the goal of matching one resident’s “overstock” with another’s needs. When it started, the program was a call-in service but is now an online database where people can submit information for items they want to give away and request needed items. 

The site lists used household or office items such as furniture, appliances, tools, computers, garden equipment and baby furniture.  Items are listed for one week.  

Treasure Hunt is a popular program with Westchester’s residents. In 2009, the Treasure Hunt phone line received 2,150 inquiries for needed items and 1,580 entries were made on the web page. Giving items to a different user removes those items from the waste stream – this directly advances the waste reduction effort while putting them back into good use.

Besides getting things you need for free, Treasure Hunt also helps you get unwanted items out of your house quickly and without having to transport the items yourself.  With this program, you can help many well-deserving people in need.  Many families on tight budgets have taken advantage of this program to start a new home.  Moms-to-be have found baby furniture, clothing, used toys and kitchen utensils through the website. Hospital beds, wheelchairs and dorm furniture have been picked up within days of their website posting.

Westchester County is one of the first local governments to implement this kind of program and has received inquiries from other county governments interested in starting their own Treasure Hunt-esque program. 

You do not need to have a computer to participate.  To list an item you need or want to give away, you can call (914) 813-5415 or get additional information and submit your information electronically at www.westchestergov.com/treasurehunt   Also available is a Treasure Hunt brochure on the website.  You can choose to be contacted by phone, e-mail or both. 
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