
Village of Mamaroneck • Committee for the Environment 
AGENDA 

May 17, 2022 @7 pm via Zoom 
 
General Discussion/Announcements: 

- Vote to approve minutes from April 2022 meeting 
- Tours of CompostEd (June 6th) and Wheelabrator incinerator (May 25th) 
- Take it or Leave it (TIOLI) shed Bedford TIOLI Shed 
 
- Guest speaker – Sara Powell, NY Sea Grant and Long Island Sound Study  

https://longislandsoundstudy.net/about/committees/sustainable-and-resilient-communities-
work-group/ 

 

EV Charging Stations – Recommendation for Village to move forward with Blink on 5 – 10 new 

charging stations.  Discuss locations and ownership model 

 
Healthy Yards 

- Leaf Blower ordinance – tri-municipal meeting May 24th @ 11 am 
- Mayor Monarch Pledge – discuss planned actions  
- Discuss whether the Village should enact legislation to only allow native plantings on Village 

owned property.  
- No Mow May – update  
- Update on Columbus Park and West Basin plantings 

 
Community Engagement: 

- Clean and Green – Recap 
- Compost Give Back 

 

River Maintenance: 
- May 18th ACE presentation at Emelin Theater 7 pm 

 

Clean Energy Communities/Climate Smart Communities:  
- Update of NY Stretch Code  
- Parks Dept. Electric maintenance equipment  
- AGZA Green Zone 
- Village proposed solar installation – DPW rooftop, Taylor’s Lane 
- Village Fleet inventory 

 

Food Scrap Recycling: 
- June 1st meeting to assess program; 246 sign-ups as of May 5th  
- Village promotion to reach 300 households (5/9 – 6/1). Letter to existing customers for #Tell a 

Neighbor campaign 
- New signage indicating pickup service; banner for Clean and Green and other events 

https://bedford2030.org/tools/tioli/
https://longislandsoundstudy.net/about/committees/sustainable-and-resilient-communities-work-group/
https://longislandsoundstudy.net/about/committees/sustainable-and-resilient-communities-work-group/


 

Public Comment: 
- Public comments to be allowed at the end of each meeting.  Each person limited to 10 minutes 

unless otherwise agreed to by the CFTE. 

 



Draft VILLAGE OF MAMARONECK COMMITTEE FOR THE ENVIRONMENT
MINUTES OF April 27, 2022 MEETING

Members Present: Ellen Silver (Chair), Lou Young (Village Trustee), Christi Young, Mandy
Forlenza Sticos, David Freeman, Dan Kushnick, Liam Robb O’Hagan, Renee Crabtree,
Debbie Sullivan.

Members Absent: Tim Whitney, Katherine Dehais.

The meeting was held via Zoom and was called to order at 7:04 pm.

General Discussion

The minutes of the Committee's March 15, 2022 meeting were approved.

The Larchmont Environmental Committee Earth Day event was held last weekend, April
23rd.

Christie reported on the Town of Rye Planting Day; there were about 15 volunteers.
Their clean up focused on the Sheldrake River area.  She noted there was a placeholder
sign for a pollinator garden near the flagpole.  Village Manager Jerry Berberio has
committed $250 towards planting.  Mandy, Renee, and Kate are asked to get together to
make a plan for the garden.  Christie reports that the Rye Sustainability Group is
interested in working with us on cleaning up the rivers.

Ellen reported that Sarah Powell of the NY Sea Grant and Long Island Sound Study has
spoken with her regarding grant opportunities  to clean up, fight invasives and plant
native species.  We missed the deadline for this year but can reconnect with her for next
year.

Healthy Yards

Leaf Blower ban. Ellen opened a discussion regarding the Leaf Blower ban which goes
into effect May 15.  The ordinance predates members on this committee.  The law is not
well enforced.  Other nearby municipalities have laws that differ in terms of timing of the
bans and whether or not electric blowers are allowed or not.  Discussion focused on
amending our current ordinance to allow electric blowers, but ban gas blowers.  This
would eliminate the worst elements of the gas blowers: pollution from the 2 stroke
engines, high noise levels, and powerful blasting of insect habitat, while allowing
residents and landscapers to use electric blowers which are less damaging, although not
without their faults.  Enforcement of this may be more realistic.

Ellen will follow up to get specifics on nearby communities’ laws for further discussion
of if and how our current ordinance should be amended.  Mandy suggested that the
village have a list of landscapers who have been vetted as using healthy yard type
practices.

Debbie brought up using large moveable electronic signs similar to those Scarsdale
currently has up to remind residents of the current leaf blower ban.  Ellen will follow up
with Jerry regarding this.



Mayor’s Monarch Pledge Ellen reported that a small group from the committee met to
discuss actions to meet the pledge.  The 5 actions to be worked on are:

1. Engage with Homeowners Associations, Community Associations or
neighborhood organizations to identify opportunities to plant monarch gardens,
revise maintenance and mowing programs.

2. Create a community art project to enhance and promote monarch and pollinator
conservation as well as cultural awareness and recognition.

3. Host or support a native seed or plant sale, give away or swap.
4. Plant milkweed and pollinator friendly native nectar plants in medians and public

rights of way.
5. Add or maintain native milkweed and nectar producing plants in community

gardens.

Debbie has been in touch with Marina Kiriakou from the Arts Council about the mural.
She has an artist who has agreed to do the mural.  There hasbeen a discussion about
having a mobile mural or finding a site in the village for a more permanent one.  Mandy
is working on getting a box for a seed exchange near the Marine Education Center; this
would be similar to the little library boxes that are around town.  There will also be seed
give-aways at the Clean and Green event.  Several areas have been selected for plantings.

Legislation on Native Plantings It was generally agreed that we should suggest that the
village only allow native plantings on Village owned property.

No Mow May Mandy reported that there are 41 people signed up for No Mow May.  She
has included a graphic in the Village newsletter, on our instagram, and included other
municipalities who have also pledged to No Mow May.

Community Engagement

Central Avenue School Mandy and Ellen set up a table at Central Avenue School for
Earthday.  They found that the kids were very receptive  and already very knowledgeable
about pollinators.

Clean and Green is on May 7th (raindate May 8th). Team Leaders volunteered: Christie
- Phillips Park, Debbie -Columbus Park, David - Shore Acres, Mandy - Rockland Pocket,
Liam - Ward Park and Dan - Mamaroneck Avenue.  CftE committee members can come at
9:00 am to help Mandy and Ellen set up; the event starts in Harbor Island at 9:30,  groups
will meet, collect supplies and go off to their respective areas.  There are 108 people
currently signed up.  Robert Ingenito will send out an email to participants before the
event that will include safety instructions.  Mandy has sent out notices of the event to
local businesses, the Chamber of Commerce and some of the Churches.

River Maintenance

Regular Clean-ups Debbie has spoken to Kyle from the Marine Education Center about
doing monthly river clean up.  She will follow up with her.

Village Actions Lou reported that the Village started using machinery on the  river clean
up a week ago under the Emergency Order.   They are also pulling invasives. He suggests
letting the village know areas that need attention.



The ACE will be presenting a plan to address the flooding at the Emelin Theater on May
18.  Lou asks that we keep in mind what we want out of this project.  We have a role to
play in this.

Clean Energy Committee/Climate Smart Community

Charging Stations Ellen formally asked Lou put the issue of having more Electric Vehicle
Charging Stations in the Village on the next work session agenda.  Dan mentioned that
there may be grants available for this.

Community Choice Aggregation Ellen submitted paperwork and is waiting to see if we
get credit on the Community Choice Aggregation.

NY Stretch Code Update Liam will confirm that NYSERDA is scheduled to present the
proposed code to the BOT meeting on May 9th.

Village Rooftop Solar Installation Dan reports that we need to find a location for an
installation.  We are looking at rooftops, possibly at the DPW; Taylor’s Lane is also a
possibility, although it is not clear if there are still problems with usage of the site.

AGZA Green Zone Ellen would like to see a village park with this designation where the
Parks Department would only use electrified maintenance equipment.

Food Scrap Recycling The Village has 243 households signed up for Composting
pick-ups.  The amount of composting is up from a February 2022 of 2.8 tons to 4.4 tons
in March 2022 when the 13 week pilot pick-up program started.  March 2021 was 4.08
tons.  We are waiting to see April’s numbers.  CftE will be meeting with DPW at the end of
May to discuss plans for moving ahead.  We have not been actively promoting the
program during the pilot phase, so as not to overwhelm the program.  There will be some
promotion of the program at the Clean and Green.

The meeting adjourned at 9:04

Respectfully submitted,

Debbie Sullivan
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*Available End of Q1 2022

https://blinkcharging.com/
https://blinkcharging.com/products/iq-200/
https://blinkcharging.com/products/intelligent-scalable-mq-200/
https://blinkcharging.com/products/vision-iq-200/
https://blinkcharging.com/products/mobile-charger/
https://blinkcharging.com/products/powerful-dc-fast-wall-50-kw-charger/
https://blinkcharging.com/products/hq-200/
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*Tesla adapter required
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Flexible 

Pricing Control

Odometer 

Reading Tracking
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