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Sally Roberts

From: Abby Roberts <abbyroberts46@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, May 27, 2020 4:31 PM
To: Goldstein Comments
Subject: Fwd: Cindy Goldstein

Please enter the below comments.  In addition, I'd like to say that the timing of this hearing was extremely inconvenient. 
I very much wanted to make a public comment but work obligations forced me to jump on and off the call all day and I 
missed the public commenting window.   
 
 

---------- Forwarded message --------- 
From: Abby Roberts <abbyroberts46@gmail.com> 
Date: Fri, May 22, 2020 at 5:36 PM 
Subject: Cindy Goldstein 
To: Abby Roberts <abbyroberts46@gmail.com> 
 

Dear Mayor and Board, 
 
I am writing in support of Cindy Goldstein and in opposition to and with deep concern regarding the recent Ethics Board 
Decision and Recommendation.  
 
I do not know Cindy Goldstein personally. However, as someone on the zoning board and previous Chair of the Traffic 
Commission, a lawyer, a woman, and a community member with deep ties in Mamaroneck, the Ethics decision-making 
process and the decision itself alarm me considerably. 
 
1. As a member of Village boards.  For the last four years I have volunteered on community boards and am currently a 
member of the ZBA. In that capacity, I am required to read through massive amounts of paperwork every month. I also 
have a full-time job and two young children. Given the workload, the vagueness of the ethics code, the Byzantium 
standards to which Cindy Goldstein is being held, and the complexity of many of the matters we face, I can easily see 
myself unintentionally running afoul of the same.  
To make matters worse, according to the Ethics Board Decision on page four, we cannot even rely on the Village 
Attorney to counsel us on recusal or interrupt meetings on the same. Instead we are to rely on "concerns" from other 
members. I certainly rely on the Village Attorney for counsel on this and would assume that's what we are paying them 
for. 
 
 

 The fact that is "noted" that somehow writing an email to the Mayor and Board defending herself after the 
conclusion of the hearing "confirmed" a "disregard for the law".  

 The "he said, she said" in footnote 51 where the brief credits the man (no other explanation given). 
 The "gotcha" nature of the whole sewer line saga, which reading through the lines seems like a very confusing 

situation that could happen to anyone given loads of paperwork involved.  

It's also not clear to me who is writing (and paying) for the Ethics brief. If the Village is paying for attorneys to write 
something like this it is deeply disturbing on multiple fronts - including financial. 
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Sally Roberts

From: Alan W. Borst, Jr. <awbjr57@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, May 31, 2020 3:05 PM
To: Goldstein Comments
Subject: Cindy Goldstein

I have read the Memorandum decision and opinion, which lays out the “multiple” {two or more) violations of the ethics 
code.  Ironically, I believe that if she had simply disclosed these conflicts or apologized for the oversight, she could 
continue to serve.  It would have shown that she understood the importance of full disclosure and the need for 
recusal.  Instead, she seems to want to fight, which is of course her right.  But I would question why she would want to 
be on a committee that has so many conflicts with her and her husband’s property interests. 
\ 
Alan Borst, Mamaroneck, NY 
 
Sent from Mail for Windows 10 
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Sally Roberts

From: Alana Stone <alanaleestone@yahoo.com>
Sent: Sunday, May 17, 2020 6:28 PM
To: GOLDSTEINCOMMENTS@VOMNY.ORG; Mayor and Board
Subject: Cindy Goldstein
Attachments: Cindy Goldstein -- Public Hearing Input.docx

Please make the attached part of the public record. 
 
Thanks, 
Alana 
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Sally Roberts

From: albertlarry50 <albertlarry50@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, May 27, 2020 10:11 AM
To: Goldstein Comments
Subject: LarryAlbert Mr Mayor and board I urge you too vote Cindy Goldstein off the board you 

should send the ethics

 
 
 
 
Sent from my T-Mobile 4G LTE DeviceLruling too every resident of the village so they can vote too remove her 
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Sally Roberts

From: Amy Brelia <amy@breliagroup.com>
Sent: Thursday, June 04, 2020 5:25 PM
To: Goldstein Comments
Subject: comments
Attachments: Xerox Scan_06042020170946.PDF

 
 
  
----- 
Amy E. Brelia, CPA 
The Brelia Group LLC 
2001 Palmer Avenue, Suite 202 
Larchmont NY 10538 
  
Tel:  914.834.3488 
Fax: 914.834.3556 
 
BEWARE OF TAX FRAUD--IRS WILL NEVER CALL TAXPAYERS REGARDING TAX ISSUES. 
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Sally Roberts

From: Beverley Sherrid <bsherrid@optonline.net>
Sent: Monday, June 08, 2020 9:18 AM
To: Mayor and Board; Goldstein Comments
Subject: response to call for public comments, Goldstein decision
Attachments: 8 June 2020 letter re Goldstein.docx

Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment upon the Board of Ethics decision regarding Cindy Goldstein. My 
thoughts are summarized in the attached letter.  
 
Beverley Sherrid 
625 The Parkway 
Mamaroneck NY 10543 
 
bsherrid@optonline.net 
mrs.sherrid@gmail.com 
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Sally Roberts

From: Bgmbg <bgmbg@aol.com>
Sent: Thursday, May 28, 2020 11:09 AM
To: Goldstein Comments
Subject: Planning Board Member Cynthia Greer Goldstein

Dear Mayor Murphy:  
 
I want to thank you for holding the public hearing yesterday to review the matter of the Ethic's Board 
recommendation to remove Ms. Goldstein from the Planning Board.  I have read both the Ethic's 
Board decision and recommendation, the Memorandum of Law produced by Counsel on behalf of 
Ms. Goldstein and was in attendance for your entire hearing on said recommendation.  Having been a 
resident of the Village for the past 26 years, a former member of the Harbor & Coastal Zone 
Management Commission for 6 years and an attorney licensed to practice law in New York State, I 
feel compelled to write to you regarding this matter. 
 
As a former member and Vice Chair of the Harbor & Coastal Zone Management Commission, I had 
the opportunity of working directly with Ms. Goldstein.  Contrary to the Board of Ethics opinion, I have 
personally experienced situations whereby Ms. Goldstein complied with both the disclosure 
requirement of section 21-4(N) and the recusal requirement of section 21-4(C) of the Code of Ethics 
for all matters that came before the HCZM relating to Beach Point Country Club, for which she was a 
member, and for the application of 8 Oak Lane, located across the street from her 
residence.  Therefore, I disagree that any nonethical pattern has been established or that Ms. 
Goldstein shows blatant disregard for the Code of Ethics.  Additionally, in the six years that we 
worked together, it was my direct observation that Ms. Goldstein consistently demonstrated the 
highest standards of professional behavior and moral character and she consistently brought energy, 
insight, and tremendous diligence to all aspects of her responsibilities.  Ms. Goldstein has been a 
steadfast member of our Village community who is completely dedicated to fair and unbiased 
representation and decisions.  I believe that removing her from the Planning Board would be a 
tremendous disservice to the Village and its residents as Ms. Goldstein's involvement provides 
tremendous value to us all. 
 
As an attorney, I find the Memorandum of Law produced by Counsel on behalf of Ms. Goldstein 
compelling and the arguments therein have real traction.  The latter opinion is further bolstered by my 
own experience as a board member, especially in regards to being held to subjective standards 
where no compliance training or insight was provided.  I believe the document catalogs many lapses 
by the Ethics Board (BOE) and, unfortunately, for the Village.  Said lapses could lead to actual harm 
of Ms. Goldstein's reputation and future professional career if not overturned by the conclusion of the 
Article 78 hearing.  As for the difficult decision you face as the Mayor, I am heartened by your request 
to the community for evidence to support mitigation of the Ethics Board's recommendation.  I hope 
that Ms. Goldstein's record of compliance and service is given considerable weight when making your 
final decision.  It was also abundantly clear in yesterday's hearing that we as a Village, and you as the 
Mayor, have been thrown into un-chartered territory by this ruling.  As such, although some have 
criticized and may attempt to take advantage of the time it takes you to act on the BOE 
recommendation, I fully support your thoughtful approach.  There is no requirement dictating your 
acceptance of the BOE recommendation nor are there any time limits for your decision.  To the 
contrary, given the sound arguments in the Memorandum of Law, we as a Village have an opportunity 
to improve our systems to avoid both manipulation and potential liabilities in the future.  I believe that 
not accepting the Board of Ethics recommendation to remove Ms. Goldstein from the Planning Board 
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or at least waiting for the results of the Article 78 proceeding is the decision that is most consistent 
with your actions to date. 
    
 
Respectfully, 
 
Brian F. Glattstein 
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Sally Roberts

From: Cari O'Leary <coleary63@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, June 10, 2020 1:02 PM
To: Goldstein Comments
Subject: Goldstein Public comment. 06.01.2020, 12:59
Attachments: Goldstein Public comment. 06.01.2020, 1259.pdf

Please find attached my submission in support of Ms. Cindy Goldstein  

 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Sally Roberts

From: Celia Felsher <cfelsher2@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, June 02, 2020 11:56 AM
To: Goldstein Comments
Subject: Cindy Goldstein Hearing

Dear Mayor Murphy and Village of Mamaroneck Trustees, 
  
            I am writing in support of Cindy Goldstein concerning the recommendation of the VOM 
Board of Ethics (“BOE”) that Ms. Goldstein be removed from the Planning Board.  I have reviewed 
the BOE memorandum and I am familiar with both the Hampshire and Oak Lane matters.  Also, at 
the request of Mark Ettinger, who is Chairman of the BOE, I met with Mr. Ettinger and another 
member of the BOE in May 2019. 
  
            It is clear from the facts presented, and for the reasons articulated in submissions by Ms. 
Goldstein and her attorney, that there are no grounds for censuring, much less removing, Ms. 
Goldstein.  Ms. Goldstein did not have a conflict of interest that would rise to the level of 
requiring recusal on Hampshire, and, with respect to the Oak Lane matter, Ms. Goldstein recused 
herself prior to the Planning Board taking, or even deliberating on, any substantive discretionary 
matter.  
  
            I also want to comment on the attitude and language used by the BOE, and in particular by 
Mr. Ettinger.  They raise serious concerns about the attitude, agenda, unfair and unequal 
application of rules and principles, and inappropriate use of power by the BOE. 
  
            Mr. Ettinger, together with another member of the BOE, came to my home on May 29, 
2019 to discuss two issues, the Oak Lane and the Hampshire applications in front of the Planning 
Board.  While Mr. Ettinger, who did all the talking, did not indicate that the subject of his inquiry 
was Cindy Goldstein, it was clear after only a few minutes of discussion, that the entire interview 
was being held to gather information that would support a case against Ms. Goldstein.  Mr. 
Ettinger was very aggressive in his questioning.  As I showed him information indicating why Ms. 
Goldstein had no more of a conflict of interest in the Hampshire matter than hundreds of other 
community residents living in the vicinity of the club, he kept aggressively presenting his view that 
a unique conflict must exist.  I believe he had no desire to obtain facts to analyze an issue, but 
solely wanted to gather material and testimony to support a predetermined conclusion.  
  
            I believe the Board of Trustees should undertake a review of the behavior of the BOE in this 
matter.  There may be other matters where similar aggressive behavior has been exhibited by the 
BOE.  The lack of transparency and ability of the BOE to destroy reputations and create a chill in 
volunteer participation in this community must be addressed and corrected. 
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            Thank you. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Celia Felsher 
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Sally Roberts

From: Dan Natchez <dan.n@dsnainc.com>
Sent: Wednesday, May 27, 2020 4:02 PM
To: Goldstein Comments
Subject: Goldstein Hearing public Comments
Attachments: 2020-05-26 dsn public comments.docx

Please see attached  
 
Dan Natchez, CMP, President 
DANIEL S. NATCHEZ and ASSOCIATES, Inc. 
916 East Boston Post Road 
Mamaroneck, NY 10543 
Email dan.n@dsnainc.com 
Office: 1-914-698-5678 
Cell: 1-914-381-1234 
Fax: 1-914-608-5678 
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Sally Roberts

From: Daria L <darlocher@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, May 27, 2020 4:19 PM
To: Goldstein Comments
Subject: Comments from Goldstein special meeting

Here are my comments from the special meeting today. 
 
--- 
 
Hello, I’m Daria Locher and I live on Cedar Island in Larchmont. I’m speaking up now directly to the mayor as a 
concerned, even upset, citizen. Mr. Mayor, in 2013 when you ran for office, the Daily Voice ran an article where you said 
ethics was important to you.  You said and I quote, “To me, one of the most pressing issues in every form of government 
is to restore people’s faith that the government works for them.”   
 
I am therefore confused how this is even a discussion of your agreeing or not with the unanimous decision of the Ethics 
Board recommending Ms. Goldstein leave the planning board immediately. As Mr. Cooper previously mentioned, why 
did it take 6 months for this decision to be made public with this hearing? This passage of time makes it feel like you 
waited for Cindy Goldstein to reject the Hampshire project and then announced the hearing a convenient few days 
later.  
 
Obviously there is an issue with the official standards that were extensively discussed throughout this day, and that 
needs to be addressed at a future time, preferably as soon as possible. I understand that this current situation isn’t 
convenient or wanted in your position, but it does fall under your position’s official obligations and I expect that you act 
in a way conforming to the ethical standards promised to your constituency.  
 
Thank you. 
 
--- 
 
Best, 
 
Daria Locher 



14

Sally Roberts

From: Detlef <detlefjoerss@msn.com>
Sent: Sunday, May 31, 2020 5:07 PM
To: Mayor and Board; Goldstein Comments
Cc: Cindy Goldstein, Esq.; Gretta Heaney
Subject: Cindy Goldstein versus Board of Ethics

 
It has come to my attention that Mrs. Cindy Goldstein is under vicious attack by some the BOE (a wrong name 
for sure!) for alleged misdeeds, which did not occur! 
 
Too boot, the attacks are based on a report by an anonymous person! 
 
What have our party sunk to?  I would fully expect something like this from Trump and his henchmen (and 
women!) but not from you! 
 
Anyone with even the slightest knowledge of the Hampshire location in person knows it is a flood zone. Does 
living nearby prohibit an opinion? To some of you it seems to do that, but you are wrong! 
 
 I urge the people in charge to immediately stop these foul and vicious attacks, you are acting Trumpian, not 
ethical, moral or honest! 
 
I am a long time resident of Mamaroneck and a registered Democrat and a regular voter! 
I have also been a regular financial supporter of the elections for mayor and board candidates. 
Please don’t make me reconsider this for the future! 
 
Let me urge you again, please do the right thing! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Detlef Joerss 
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Sally Roberts

From: Ellen Styler <ellenjst@yahoo.com>
Sent: Monday, June 01, 2020 3:05 PM
To: Goldstein Comments
Subject: Cindy Golstein recommendation by Board of Ethics

I urge the Mayor to refrain from removing Cindy Goldstein from the Planning Board. 
 
As detailed in my earlier letter, which was was submitted into evidence at the Public Hearing, the 
language in the Board of Ethic's decision illustrates that their decision was subjective and 
unacceptably biased. 
 
Now that the full record has been made available, I am following up my original letter with additional 
thoughts.  Looking beyond the language of the decision, the facts of the case show the decision to be 
strongly unfair to Cindy Goldstein. 
 
1. Ms. Goldstein did not violate any rule, law or standard.   
 
On Aug. 12, 2019, the Board of Trustees considered proposed legislation that would require Board of 
Commission members who live within a notice area to recuse themselves.   Regarding this issue, 
Mark Ettenger stated, "There ought to be some bright lines.... so that when matters come up, people 
have some predictability as to what is going to occur and what the rules are."  Yoram Miller said, 
"there ought to be some bright line standard." 
 
This conversation highlights that fact that there is no rule, law or standard on recusal for a Board 
member who lives in proximity to an application.  Therefore a Board member should not be 
disciplined for failure to recuse. 
 
2.  In addition to their being "no bright line," meaning no law, standard or policy against Cindy 
Goldstein's actions, other Planning Board members have not been disciplined for failure to recuse, as 
evidenced by John Verne's participation in a matter on properties adjoining his own.  To discipline Ms. 
Goldstein now would be very uneven and unfair. 
 
Either of these points alone would be sufficient to warrant the dismissal of any disciplinary action 
against Cindy Goldstein. 
 
3. In my personal experience, I've noticed that Village residents hesitate to involve themselves or 
express their views due to a general sense that disagreement or criticism of the Village processes 
and personalities will result in retribution and unpleasant personal consequences.  I wish I could say 
such fear is unwarranted. 
 
I'm sure you would agree that our democratic processes benefit from healthy exchange of 
opinions.  Let's not give more substance to the belief that expressing one's opinion, in this Village, is 
a risk to personal security. 
 
Please make it clear that you value thoughtful input, and the exchange of views and opinions among 
Board members and all residents.  Do not remove Cindy Goldstein from the Planning Board. 
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Ellen Styler 
1215 Park Ave. 
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Sally Roberts

From: Gloria Goldstein <gloagol@aol.com>
Sent: Monday, June 01, 2020 1:28 PM
To: Goldstein Comments
Subject: Fwd: from Gloria Goldstein

 
 

-----Original Message----- 
From: Gloria Goldstein <gloagol@aol.com> 
To: tmurphy@vomny.org <tmurphy@vomny.org> 
Sent: Mon, Jun 1, 2020 11:41 am 
Subject: from Gloria Goldstein 

Dear Tom:  
On Wednesday, May 27, I watched Cindy Goldstein's appearance before the Ethics Committee hearing. 
 
I have attended numerous Planning Board meetings and am impressed with Cindy's professionalism and knowledge. Her 
resume is outstanding. She has spent years volunteering and contributing to the Village of Mamaroneck and the 
surrounding area. Cindy is a dedicated and loyal community member. 
 
I do not know who has made the accusations. I do believe, however, that there is a connection to Hampshire. That's not a 
good thing. I am pleased that she has competent legal assistance to guide her. 
 
I urge you to support Cindy Goldstein so she can clear her name and continue to be a respected member of this fine 
community. 
 
Sincerely, 
Gloria 
Goldstein, gloagol@aol.com, 914-777-0009 
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Sally Roberts

From: Guisela Marroquín <gmarroquin01@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, June 08, 2020 5:33 PM
To: Goldstein Comments
Subject: Additional requests on this matter
Attachments: Signatures to VOM 6.8.2020.pdf

Attached you will find 200 signatures from Village residents asking the Village Mayor to remove Ms. Cindy Goldstein 
from the Planning Board. I have original copies for clarity.  
 
Thank you, 
 
Guisela Marroquín 
Village of Mamaroneck resident 
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Sally Roberts

From: John Hofstetter <johnmhofstetter@yahoo.com>
Sent: Sunday, June 07, 2020 11:48 PM
To: Goldstein Comments
Cc: Mayor and Board; Thomas A. Murphy; Nora Lucas; Daniel S. Natchez; Victor Tafur; Kelly 

Wenstrup
Subject: Goldstein Matter

I am writing this to all of you, although I know that this is Tom's decision alone. I think you should all 
know the history and some background on the Ethics Law. 
 
I have to say I am very troubled by the Ethics Boards actions in the Goldstein matters. It appears 
that Cindy Goldstein is being unfairly targeted by an unknown accuser, for something no other Board 
member has faced even though the same situation has arisen in the past and even though it is not a 
proscribed action. 
 
While the current Ethics Board would like to see land use board members automatically recused from 
participating in applications that are before their boards when they are within that applicants 
notification area, that is not the current law and nor is that within their authority to enforce or decide. 
The fact that the Ethics Board recently made that recommendation and it was not acted on or 
adopted by the Board of Trustees should have been the end of this, but clearly we find ourselves in 
this situation due to their overreach. 
 
I was on the Mamaroneck Village Board of Trustees when the "new" Ethics Law was passed as was 
Tom Murphy, the current Mayor.   
 
Lloyd Green a local attorney with extensive private and public practice history worked with me on the 
an initial Ethics Law proposal for the Village of Mamaroneck shortly after I was elected to the Board. 
That version/proposal used the City Of New York Ethics Law as a model for the Village. That law 
included an extensive list of examples of prohibited conduct, cast a very wide net in it's disclosure 
form and avoided the ambiguity of language at the center of this dispute. The BOT, which included 
Tom, felt that was too restrictive, would stifle community involvement and make finding qualified 
people willing to serve on the various land use boards difficult.  
 
After many deliberations which Tom actively participated and under the guidance from Janet Insardi 
our Village Attorney, the Board CHOSE to pass the current law. Prior to voting on the law which went 
through multiple drafts, we had extensive discussions about the potential for land use board members 
to hear applications for property in near proximity to property they own or occupy. In fact we did 
discuss the idea that board members should recuse based on whether they were in the notification 
area or adjacent to a property and we as the Board of Trustees CHOSE not to include that language. 
In both cases we acknowledged that living adjacent to or within the notification area did not 
necessarily mean that an applicant's project had a direct financial impact on the board member or 
their property. The BOT was concerned that setting that kind of clause into the law would unfairly 
presume that a board member who lived adjacent to an applicant or within the notification area 
automatically had a conflict, which our attorney advised us most likely would not be the case. We 
were also advised that doing so would hamstring the land use boards and potentially delay an 
applicant's hearing. 
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We also discussed the ambiguity of the language regarding "reasonable appearance of a conflict of 
interest or impropriety" in the law that we ended up passing and as such clearly acknowledged that 
the ambiguity existed. However the Board was not prepared to provide an extensive or even partial 
list of examples of prohibited conduct. There was concern among BOT members that if certain 
conduct wasn't listed it would be presumed to be acceptable or permitted. 
 
Ethics charges were brought against Toni Ryan and me in 2010. It started at a Board of Trustees 
meeting where a member of the public came right out and claimed during public comment that Toni 
and I had violated the Village ethics law. I suggested to the resident that if they felt that there is been 
a violation, they should file a claim with the Board of Ethics. 
 
Shortly after the meeting it was found that the Village Manager had “just passed along“ the purported 
violation to the Ethics Board. According the interpretation of the code at the time that is not what is 
supposed to happen and the BOE indicated that it would not pursue a hearing, make a determination 
or investigate without a sworn statement since the goal of the new law was to make everyone 
accountable including the Board of Ethics. The intent to prevent people from making anonymous, 
unscrupulous, politically based charges. As a result Richard Slingerland, the Village Manager who 
was the driving force behind offhandedly forwarding the information on to the Ethics Board begged off 
and notified the resident/member of the public from the meeting and they in turn completed, signed 
and filed a notarized complaint appropriately.   
 
Subsequently I was given a copy of the filing as notice, so I knew who filed the complaint and that an 
Ethics Inquiry was happening and could properly defend myself. Nowhere in all of the filings 
regarding the Goldstein matter did I see a copy of the sworn complaint. Additionally, when Trustee 
Santoro was investigated multiple times there were sworn complaints filed. 
 
I would like you to notice that the decision from the Board of Ethics in my case (and the actual 
complaint) are nowhere to be found in the BOE minutes, the Board of Trustees minutes or any 
locations on the Village website. The only mention of it is in an anecdote in the annual report of the 
Board of Ethics stating something to fact that Trustees were investigated and the charge was 
unfounded. In fact I asked the Village Clerk's office for a copy of the final determination last week and 
it could not be located.  As someone who actively participated in writing and revising our ethics law 
and as someone met with and appointed the "New" Board of Ethics, I know we clearly directed BOE 
to build a library of decisions and plain language interpretations to aid the Village staff and 
board/committee members in performing their duties. Part of the duties the Ethics Board was given at 
that time was to provide annual guidance and training prior to  filing of staff and committee members 
Annual Disclosure forms, so ambiguous situations could be addressed. I would think that the formal 
decision in my case and any others should be the basis for which the Ethics Board would build such a 
library of plain language meaning for that guidance.  
 
How could that possibly be the situation if they don’t have even my case from 2010 posted, along with 
my exoneration and the rationale for their decision? The fact is the Village can’t even find any 
documentation regarding it after I made a formal request. One could credibly argue that the current 
members of the BOE do not have the benefit knowing their own past precedent since the record of 
minutes and decisions and opinions appears woefully incomplete.  As a result of not knowing the 
precedent, two similar fact situations years apart could theoretically have two very different BOE 
findings or resolutions.  That is not ethical or fair. For that matter without requiring and sharing a 
sworn affidavit with the person being investigated the BOE gives the appearance of arbitrarily 
investigating one situation and while not investigating other situations that have virtually the same set 
of facts. That appearance of having a hand in selecting what to investigate and when to investigate it 
undermines the very premise of a fair and even Board of Ethics. 
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I tell you this - filing an Ethics Complaint should not be lightly taken, should not be done anonymously 
and until recently needed a formal sworn and notarized statement of the purported violation and I 
know of no reason that policy was changed. The Ethics Law as written and passed by the Village of 
Mamaroneck Board of Trustees was never intended to prevent a member of a land use board from 
participating in applications purely based on location as the Mayor is well aware.  
 
My opinion is that Cindy Goldstein is being unfairly targeted by an unknown accuser, for something 
no other Board member has faced even though the same situation has arisen in the past. It appears 
as if the Board of Ethics is being used as a cudgel in an effort to get capitulation on some other un-
named issue. Unfortunately it has now opened the Village up to multiple potential lawsuits. During my 
time on the Board of Trustees we had major land use issues percolating in the Village that started in a 
similar way.  Through ineptitude or malfeasance they continued with rounds of hearings, lawsuits and 
in some cases mediation. These issues were avoidable, went on for many years and were very 
costly. Had these issues been better handled by the Mayor/BOT/land use board/staff/attorney (and 
now BOE) from the beginning the Village would be in a much better place than it is today. On each of 
the major protracted lawsuits I was left with an uneasy feeling that there was either gross ineptitude 
or more nefariously, someone from the Village acting to intentionally muddy the waters for an 
applicant who could not get their way through the normal process.  
 
I hope none of that is at play here, but the optics are not good. 
 
 
John Hofstetter 
Cell: 914-584-1845 
JohnMHofstetter@yahoo.com 
 
 
John M Hofstetter 914-584-1845 johnmhofstetter@yahoo.com 
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Sally Roberts

From: John Pritts
Sent: Thursday, May 28, 2020 11:13 AM
To: Goldstein Comments
Subject: cynthia goldstein

Tom, 
 
An acquaintance of mine approached me on Cynthia Goldstein’s removal from the Planning Board and asked 
me to take a look at what was happening. He knows me as the Historian of the Village and co-president of the 
Mamaroneck Historical Society and knows that I am interested in all Village news. He is a supporter of her 
position. I, on the other hand, do not know her at all. My only view of her has been while watching the Planning 
Board meetings occasionally on LMC Media. From what I saw there she seemed competent. Not looking at 
these viewings too closely I did not have a strong opinion one way or the other. 
 
I read on the Village website what the Board of Ethics conclusions were. I read the whole thing. What I took 
from it was that Mrs. Goldstein was a controlling, shallow, and mean spirited person that did not listen at all to 
any recommendations that were thrown her way by experts in ethics. The tone of the conclusion was absolute. I 
came away from reading it a bit wary of the results as it did not square with what I had seen on TV or with how 
my acquaintance described her.  
 
I subsequently got from my acquaintance copies of Mrs. Goldstein’s lawyer’s action to the Supreme Court 
dated March 16, 2020 asking for a judgement against the Board of Ethics actions. Again, I read the whole thing, 
44 pages long. What a different perspective I got from this document. The hook had been set. I needed to watch 
the Zoom meeting to try to figure out where the truth lay. In the mean time, I again visited the Village website 
and read up on the Village code concerning the Board of Ethics and the Board of Trustee and Mayor’s positions 
concerning their actions. I contacted a variety of friends asking them their opinion of Mrs. Goldstein. Most 
came back extremely positive. The others knew her by reputation only and they praised her volunteerism. A 
pretty universal positive reaction. Hmmm? 
 
I watched the entirety of the Zoom meeting. I didn’t expect it to be as long as it was, had planned my day for it 
to be over before noon, but could not stop watching. I will say without trying to be judgmental about attorneys, 
that Mr. Leventhal is a thorough individual, but I wouldn’t pay to watch him speak. His detailed dissection of a 
matter left nothing to the imagination but he made you work to stay on track. But I did. Based on what was said 
in the meeting, what I had read in the different sources that were available to me, what I had been told about 
Mrs. Goldstein by friends, and the manner in which she presented herself throughout the meeting and the 
timeline presented, some things struck me as obvious. Firstly, that Mrs. Goldstein’s character and 
professionalism are stellar. It seems to me that Mamaroneck is lucky to have a person with her personality and 
work ethic volunteering on our behalf. Secondly, there is a problem with the manner in which the Board of 
Ethics operates. I don’t know the personalities involved with the Board. I have had dealings with one 
peripherally and it was good. Having this come down on Mrs. Goldstein in the time frame and manner that it 
did seems not only unfair, but in some ways totalitarian. Where is the transparency and liberty in this process? 
Lastly, how the ethics rules are managed by the Board is totally inconsistent and strikes me as sexist at the very 
least and illegal to a large degree. Listening to the public comments made by certain volunteers and adding to 
what our former Mayor had to say about feeling threatened by the Board was shocking to hear. 
 
Tom, I am not political. In my position as historian I try to keep an open mind. I like to say that my party is the 
ME party. I make up my own mind. There seems to be an undercurrent in this community that reinforces our 
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differences and widens the divide. Although this situation in itself is probably not part of that the Hampshire 
project certainly is and it undercuts everything connected with it. It’s times like this, with this decision, that one 
must step back and determine what the most important aspect of the thing is. In my opinion it is that we might 
lose a very valuable volunteer that has done nothing that should cause her to be removed. In good government 
there were many better ways to have handled this matter. Words, rather than a hammer, were in order here. On 
top of that there needs to be an investigation of why the Ethics Board operated as they did. How in the name of 
God could a government agency bring down a ruling while they are trying to change the rules of the road in the 
middle of things? Someone needs to answer that and the Board of Trustees needs to repair the gaps in the law.  
 
I listened to Doreen Roney in her comments. And Nora Lucas. The shock and recognition of the negative 
portrayal of the Village in what they had to offer were both valid. Doreen is a second cousin of mine, twice 
removed. Removing cousins doesn’t have any effect on them. Removing Mrs. Goldstein at this juncture would 
certainly have an effect on her reputation and standing in the community. I would have a problem with that. It 
would not be right for what she is being accused of by some anonymous person. 
 
With all of that said, I don’t envy you your position. With all that is going on now, you need this like a hole in 
the head. Good luck and I’m sure that you will do the right thing. 
 
With all respect, 
 
John Pritts 
Historian Village of Mamaroneck 
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Sally Roberts

From: k347m@aol.com
Sent: Thursday, May 28, 2020 1:20 PM
To: Goldstein Comments
Subject: Comments - Goldstein Hearing

To Whom it May Concern: 
 
We are writing in support of allowing Cindy Goldstein to continue her top notch work on 
the Planning Board. 
 
We have been Mamaroneck residents since 1975, forty five years ago.  
 
It is not an exaggeration to say that we believe that no other member of any Village 
Board or Commission has done their job as well as Cindy has. Over and over, we 
have watched her at work. Her brilliant mind, deep seated effort to "get it 
right", and well articulated final decision(s) have helped define for us the very 
mission of each Board or Commission she has served upon.  
 
We have been perpetually educated in good municipal governance by Cindy Goldstein. 
 
How shocked and sorry we were yesterday as we watched the "Goldstein Hearing" 
brought about by the Village's own Board of Ethics.  
 
Mr. Leventhal, Cindy's expert lawyer in municipal ethics made a precise, fact based 
legal case on her behalf. Every witness and piece of his supporting material, 
especially the maps, charts, and email records convinced us that the Board of 
Ethics has made the wrong call.  
 
The Village of Mamaroneck Board of Ethics was shown to be untrained and unskilled. 
Clearly, by the way even past cases have been misunderstood, misinterpreted, and 
improperly handled by this volunteer Board, it is time for a complete overhaul of the 
Board of Ethics. We suggest that be done by Mr. Leventhal himself, with our tax money. 
 
In conclusion, we emphatically reject removal of Cindy Goldstein from the Planning 
Board. Should her removal take place, we will forever be disgusted with the ethical 
blunder our Village has made. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Katherine and Jim Desmond 
347 Prospect Avenue 
Mamaroneck NY 10543 
 
h. 914-698-6168 
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Sally Roberts

From: Karla Aber <aberkarla@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, June 09, 2020 12:24 PM
To: Mayor and Board; Goldstein Comments
Subject: BOE/Goldstein Matter

Dear Mayor Murphy, 
 
I am writing in support of Cindy Goldstein.  I am a 24-year resident of the Village of Mamaroneck and I find the Board of 
Ethics (BOE) charges against Cindy Goldstein so perplexing and so appalling, I cannot in good conscience remain silent. 
 
I have known Ms. Goldstein both professionally and personally for a number of years and have found her to be perhaps 
the most ethical person I have ever known.  I have witnessed her many times bending over backwards to be objective, 
reasonable, conscientious, diligent in her research & planning, and thoughtful in her analysis. 
 
In Ms. Goldstein’s almost 30 years of volunteering her time, energy and intellect to the Village and community, there has 
NEVER been a single complaint lodged against her.   As her resume shows,   
Ms. Goldstein is the founder of both the Larchmont-Mamaroneck Hunger Task Force and Employment for Larchmont 
and Mamaroneck, Inc.  She has served on the Village Budget Committee, the Flood Mitigation Advisory Committee, the 
HCZMC and the Planning Board, as well as held numerous PTA positions.  She is a member of the Board of Trustees of 
Pace University and has received a number of awards for her service, including the Martin Luther King, Jr. award for 
community service.  In addition, Ms. Goldstein, since 1994, has continually provided pro bono legal and tax services to 
local residents and non-profit organizations, including Local Summit, Fields for Kids and the Mamaroneck Town Senior 
Center.  
 
The BOE claims in their Recommendations document that when examined in “totality” Ms. Goldstein’s conduct 
“establishes a pattern of violations”.    I assert than when Ms. Goldstein’s conduct is examined in true “totality” the only 
pattern that emerges is one of a dedicated, conscientious community volunteer. 
 
203 Hommocks Road  
First, I am perplexed in regards to the charge against Ms. Goldstein.  It is clear that she verbally notified, on the record, 
at the beginning of the Planning Board meeting on March 27 that she owns a home within the notice area.  In addition, 
after consulting a legal expert, she recused herself on June 14 in an email addressed to the Mayor, Board of Trustees, 
Village Manager, Planning Board Chair, Board of Ethics Chair and the Village Attorney.  At the Planning Board meeting of 
June 26, she reminded everyone that she had recused herself from the matter by reading her recusal letter into the 
record , left the room and did not participate in any way on the 203 Hommocks Road application.  I fail to see any breach 
on Ms. Goldstein’s part significant enough to warrant removal from office.  The fact is SHE DID RECUSE HERSELF   
 
However, the BOE appears to object to THE MANNER in which she recused. They have accused her of being 
“disingenuous” in her recusal.  This is a blatantly subjective judgement by the BOE, not an actionable, measurable 
offense.  They complained that Ms. Goldstein showed “no contrition and no willingness to consider the views of the 
Ethics Board.” This is patently false.   One, Ms. Goldstein did consider the BOE concerns, sought advice of counsel and 
RECUSED from the matter.  Two, I fail to see where a lack of contrition (once again subjective, biased language) is a 
violation of some sort. Is an apology required by our Code of Ethics?  Ms.  Goldstein has stated repeatedly that while she 



27

did NOT AGREE that she was required to recuse, she did so to avoid “any appearance of impropriety whether deemed 
reasonable or not and to put the matter to rest.”    
 
The actual crux of the disagreement appears to be only in the timing of Ms. Goldstein’s recusal.  It all boils down to a 
difference of opinion about the meaning of the word “prompt” and about whether the two actions taken on March 27 
were ministerial.  In examining both sides of the argument, I fail to see any material problem with Ms. Goldstein’s 
conduct.   In fact, even the BOE offered to “go easy” on this charge in order to pressure Ms. Goldstein into recusing from 
the Hampshire matter. 
 
Hampshire Development application 
In my opinion, Ms. Goldstein had a principled and well-reasoned disagreement with the BOE about whether she was 
required to recuse herself on the Hampshire application. 
 
I won’t belabor the list of accusations against Ms. Goldstein in this matter, as they are well documented 
elsewhere  However, I must say that all the accusations were quite convincingly refuted by Ms. Goldstein’s attorney.  In 
the hearing of May 27, counsel presented a rational, evidence-based defense, which included substantial documented 
evidence and visual aids gleaned from FEMA maps, the CDC and other independent, unbiased sources.   In addition, his 
Article 78 filing provides credible additional detail of Ms. Goldstein’s position that she did not violate the Code of Ethics.  
 
It cannot be refuted that Ms. Goldstein’s counsel is an expert in Ethics, Municipal Affairs and Land Use Regulation, 
arguably the most highly regarded legal expert in ethics and municipal law in NY state.  On the contrary, the BOE did not 
(or could not) avail themselves of similarly accomplished legal advice. They had no such expert to guide them in 
investigating the matter, or crafting their decision and recommendation. 
 
Appalling Language 
As addressed in Ms. Ellen Styler’s letter to the Mayor and Board of Trustees dated May 20, I, too, strongly object to the 
blatantly biased language contained in the BOE filings.  Multiple references to Ms. Goldstein’s “attitude”, her “hostility” 
and her lack of “contrition” are both subjective and irrelevant.  Frankly, I am surprised that such inappropriate language 
was present in a legal public document.  It’s actually quite offensive to me as a woman, and extremely embarrassing for 
the Village 
 
Quid Pro Quo 
As I understand, the BOE convened a private meeting, off the record, behind closed doors in which they attempted to 
leverage the Hommocks Road matter to coerce Ms. Goldstein into recusing from the Hampshire matter.   How can the 
BOE “go easy” on an ethics charge?  Did they not believe it was a viable charge?  If not, why waste time and taxpayer 
dollars pursuing it? In my opinion, it’s a black and white matter.  Either there is an ethics violation or there is not. 
 
Since the BOE offered to abandon their position on Hommocks Road in order to secure a recusal from Ms. Goldstein on 
Hampshire, it appears obvious to me that this entire matter is REALLY about Hampshire.  I couldn’t help but 
wonder…Why is Hampshire more important to them?  What is the BOE’s motive?   I have no answers, but the questions 
linger. 
 
BOE REFORM 
The BOE acted as accuser, investigator, prosecutor, judge and jury.  How can one expect objectivity under this 
circumstance?  There are no restraints, no checks and balances.  It provides a scenario ripe with the opportunity for 
bringing frivolous charges against someone just because you disagree with their position or even if you just don’t like 
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them.  How can any reasonable person expect an objective and well-reasoned outcome from such an insidious set-up, 
one clearly susceptible to the potential for misuse and abuse of power?  This structure puts both the Village and the BOE 
members themselves in a terrible position. 
 
I submit that the BOE had possibly already reached a decision before an investigation was even conducted.  Isn’t it 
logical to believe that one would not lodge a complaint unless they believed a violation had occurred?  Since the BOE 
was both accuser and investigator, does this not render their “investigation” nothing more than a hollow exercise to 
support a foregone conclusion? 
 
The BOE didn’t even adhere to their own precedents.  This inconsistent, unequal application of the law is 
unacceptable.  Moreover, it seems the BOE themselves are ultimately accountable to no one.  This situation, too, is 
unacceptable and must be addressed. 
 
The BOE members appear to lack adequate training to fully understand and interpret the “language and spirit of the 
Code of Ethics” which they are entrusted with applying.  Likewise, they have no access to expert legal counsel to assist in 
this very specific area of law.  
 
 
CONCLUSION 
The BOE has rendered a Decision filled with cherry-picked “facts”, flimsy accusations, discriminatory and biased 
language, and a glaring lack of understanding of the Village Code. 
 
I submit that Ms. Goldstein is a strong, educated, diligent woman who speaks her mind and stands her ground, and that 
she acted in good faith without nefarious intent. 
 
Therefore, I urge you to reject the Board of Ethics recommendation to remove Ms. Goldstein.  In addition, I suggest the 
Village immediately address the BOE’s woefully inadequate knowledge and training, the absence of accountability in the 
current structure, and the lack of available expert counsel to assist our current BOE with their ongoing duties. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Karla Aber 
 
 
Sent from Mail for Windows 10 
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Sally Roberts

From: Kevin Duarte <kevinduarte75@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, May 27, 2020 3:24 PM
To: Goldstein Comments
Subject: Regarding Cynthia Goldstein removal from ethics board. Mamaroneck public meeting 

27 May 2020.

I wish to submit the following comments for the public record regarding the aforementioned matter. 
 
 
Thank you for giving me the floor. My name is Kevin and I have been a Mamaroneck resident for about ten years now. I 
live near the Mamaroneck Ave School, not too far from the 95 junction. I will begin by saying that I am truly upset by this 
whole situation. I first learned about the actions of Mrs. Cynthia Goldstein through Mr. Luis Quiros, which already upsets 
me because I feel as though this is information that EVERYONE in Mamaroneck should have front and center. That would 
make our village government transparent. 
 
For Mrs. Cynthia Goldstein herself, I truly have no words as it is not up to me to look at her. It is up to a judge and jury to 
decide what her punishment should be for her abuse of power. If I was in charge, I would see to it that she be charged 
with 1) taking power despite a clear and present conflict of interest; 2) mismanagement of taxpayer funds that results in 
an uneven distribution among the community; and 3) contributing to the deliberate disenfranchisement of some 
Mamaroneck neighbors as a result of financial mismanagement. 
 
Clearly, no elected official is thinking on this level. In fact, I think that sadly even the Mayor is complicit in Mrs. Cindy 
Goldstein's actions. I first met Mayor Murphy while I was working at the Community Resource Center in Mamaroneck 
and he really came across to me as a respectable and humble man, someone dedicated to his service to the 10543 zip 
code. But I now understand that he has been reluctant to take action against Mrs. Cynthia Goldstein for over six months 
now, when her removal should have been the immediate knee jerk reaction, ESPECIALLY in light of the November 2019 
vote by the Mamaroneck Board of Ethics to kick her off. What good is the word of the ethics board under the leadership 
of Mr. Mark Ettenger if even the Mayor can just disregard it? I believe that Mrs. Cynthia Goldstein is not the only one 
who should resign. I truly hope that the FBI gets involved since we clearly are unable to handle this ourselves. 
 
As an apology to my community I demand that Mayor Murphy and the government of Mamaroneck compensate us for 
the tragedy that is unfolding before our very eyes. If Mayor Murphy truly cares for all of Mamaroneck then let him prove 
it. In light of the fatal response by the Mamaroneck government to this situation, I make three demands as reparations. I 
demand that 1) the government of Mamaroneck pay the rent of every one of my neighbors without question for the 
next 12 months; 2) that the pay for ANY Mamaroneck resident or employee who works in 
cleaning/housekeeping, hospitals, nursing homes, transportation, and any other essential industry is increased by 30% 
after accounting for taxes due; and 3) that an investigation be aggressively pursued by an external, unbiased source in 
order to to hold Mrs. Cynthia Goldstein accountable for her actions AND anyone who was complicit with her plans. 
 
Unless the Mamaroneck government makes the right call here, or complies with the demands I have listed, then I fail to 
see that they care at all about our friendly village. As we can all clearly see, no one is even even thinking on this level; 
our officials are instead thinking about where they will find the funds to fund future legal confrontations over 
development. 
 
If we have the taxpayer money to be paying the legal fees associated with the costs of development then we must have 
money to take care of our own residents. But instead we are spending money on fighting and stalling certain 
development projects in court. The Hampshire development controversy alone has already cost taxpayers an unholy 
amount of money in legal fees and such, when that whole project could have BEEN done by now and instead providing 
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amazing tax revenue for our schools and essential workers, as is the case with the Grand Street Lofts, the Mason, and 
others. 
 
I do see that many of my neighbors are not as bothered as I am, if at all. I do respect the right of my neighbors to hold 
viewpoints, as everyone is entitled to an opinion. However, I do know many people who are understandably angered by 
the situation. I have in my possession several signatures from some of my immediate neighbors who support the 
removal of Mrs. Cynthia Goldstein for the aforementioned reasons. These signatures were gathered over the course of 
three days and I will see to it that the appropriate authorities receive them as proof that our friendly village deserves 
better than this garbage. 
 
 
--  
Best, 
 
 Kevin Duarte Chon 
Westchester, NY 
NYC 
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Sally Roberts

From: leslieafcowen@aol.com
Sent: Friday, June 05, 2020 11:41 AM
To: Goldstein Comments
Subject: Re; Cindy Goldstein support

 
Dear Mr. Murphy,  
 
I understand that you will be deciding about Cindy Goldstein‘s position on the ethics board. As a community member 
since 1966, I wanted to offer a character reference for Cindy. 
 
I have known Cindy since 1995 when we met at a dinner party and spoke for four hours. She immediately struck me as 
honest, forthright, willing to listen to my ramblings, and had the potential to become a dear friend, which is indeed what 
resulted from that dinner. 
I have proudly watched her star rise through business and public service as she started first with the PTA presidency at 
Central School, followed that with the chair of PT Council, was awarded a Public Service Citation before a crowd at the 
Emelin theater, honored by At Home On The Sound, and has helped countless people with her accounting business 
including pro bono work for underserved community members. 
 
Her family has a commitment to public service as well. Her daughter works for the EPA in Washington and her husband, 
Steve Goldstein, taught Earth Science at the Hommocks for decades. He now is running for the Board of Education to 
continue to help our community even though they no longer have children in the school system. 
 
Cindy's mission in her life has always been that of public service. I continue to be so impressed with her dedication to all 
she undertakes and I’m so proud to consider her a friend. Thank you for allowing me to share these traits and 
characteristics of our dedicated community member and thank you in advance for keeping these in mind when making 
your decision. 
 
Respectfully; 
 
Leslie Cowen  
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Sally Roberts

From: Luis Quiros <lquirosmsw@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, May 28, 2020 3:50 PM
To: Goldstein Comments
Subject: REMOVAL OF CINDY GOLDSTEIN
Attachments: REMOVAL OF CINDY GOLDSTEIN REQUIRED.docx

PUBLIC STATEMENT / MAY 27, 2020 
___________________________ 
Luis Quiros, M.P.A., M.S.W. 
Author, An Other's Mind (2011) & Justice Unplugged (2020) 
To order: https://bit.ly/39YMUMj  
www.anothersmind.com 
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Sally Roberts

From: Marc Karell <karell@ccesworld.com>
Sent: Tuesday, May 26, 2020 6:12 PM
To: Goldstein Comments
Subject: Comments on Goldstein Ethics public hearing

Greetings. 
 
I am a 31-year Village of Mamaroneck resident and have served the Village on its Committee for the Environment for 9 
years. Overall, I like the quality of life here and while I have had some disagreements with government decisions and 
actions from time to time, I have always felt decisions were made based on the betterment of the Village as a whole. 
 
I am very disturbed by the events surrounding Ms. Goldstein. One item that must be the highest of priorities is the ethics 
and fair-mindedness of the people making decisions, whether in government or on its committees and boards. I try to 
keep an open mind and I want to believe Ms. Goldstein in her defense.  
 
However, after hearing both sides from the newspapers, it appears that Ms. Goldstein should have recused herself from 
both matters that went to the Planning Board. Her defense that the ethics rules are vague is a weak defense. No rule can 
anticipate every situation. In addition, the rules state that one should not even give the appearance of impropriety and 
that certainly is the case with her being involved on the Board voting and potentially influencing votes on the two 
matters of neighboring properties. 
 
Based on this, I believe Ms. Goldstein, at best, suffered a lapse of judgment, and possibly intentionally acted unethically 
and must be removed from the Planning Board and never be allowed to serve the Village in any capacity again. In 
addition, for fairness, the Planning Board should be required to meet again and hear the arguments for both potential 
projects and be fair-minded, factual, and science-based in its revised judgments on them. It must make its decisions 
based on what is best and fair for the Village as a whole and not on the benefits of just a few people. 
 
Thank you for listening to my concerns. 
 
Very truly yours, 
 
Marc Karell 
1506 Henry Avenue 
Mamaroneck, NY 10543 
914-584-6720 
 
 
--  
Marc Karell, P.E., CEM, EBCP 
Climate Change & Environmental Services, LLC 
tel.: 914-584-6720 
e-mail: Karell@CCESworld.com 
website: www.CCESworld.com 
 
See my weekly blog at: www.CCESworld.com/blog 
Connect on Linkedin:  Marc Karell 
Friend me on Facebook: www.facebook.com/ClimateChangeEnvironmentalServicesLLC 
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Sally Roberts

From: Meg Yergin <myergin1@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, June 10, 2020 4:19 PM
To: Goldstein Comments; Mayor and Board
Subject: Letter Regarding Board Of Ethics and Cindy Goldstein

I am a Village of Mamaroneck resident and a member of the VOM Zoning Board of Appeals. 

I am writing to you regarding the Board of Ethics (“BOE”) request that Cindy Goldstein be removed from the Planning 
Board. I have reviewed the documentation submitted by both sides and listened to the public hearing on this matter. In 
my opinion, Ms. Goldstein’s actions in the matters cited are beyond reproach and entirely ethical. She is an upstanding 
and valuable member of our community and Planning Board. She should not be removed from the Planning Board. 

I was astonished to find that Ms. Goldstein had been offered a “quid pro quo” by the BOE - if she recused from review of 
the Hampshire application, then the BOE would drop their investigation of potential conflict of interest regarding the 
Hommocks application. Anyone learning this fact must see that the true purpose of the BOE’s investigations was to taint 
the Planning Board’s review of the Hampshire application.  

At the public hearing regarding the BOE’s request to remove Ms. Goldstein, I shared my own personal experience with 
the BOE. In November 2018, after I made comments as a resident at a Board of Trustees public meeting regarding 
proposed legislation, the BOE sent me a letter stating that it had learned that I had participated in a matter before the 
trustees by a source they refused to reveal. The Board requested that I write a letter to the trustees to disclose my 
potential material conflict of interest in the matter. It took several emails to determine what interest the BOE was 
considering, emails which I have saved, and I discovered it was simply because I own property in a zone alongside the C1 
zone for which the  legislation was proposed. The BOE did not detail any specifics regarding the benefit or detrimental 
impact I would incur with the passage of the legislation. However, I was told by the chair of the BOE that if I didn’t write 
the letter to the BOT disclosing the fact that I owned property in the adjacent zone, the BOE would launch an 
investigation.  

My neighbor Richard Litman is a member of the Village Planning Board - both now and in November 2018. He owns a 
home in my building located in the zone next to the C1 zone. Mr. Litman spoke at the same Board of Trustees meeting in 
November 2018 as I did regarding the same proposed legislation. However, Mr. Litman never heard from the BOE and 
was not asked to write a letter to the BOT to disclose his ownership of his property. 

There seems to be an inconsistent standard set by the BOE. I am not sure if this is due to gender, or due to the 
anonymous source of the complaint sent to the Board. It is my opinion that the BOE requires training on what 
constitutes material conflict of interest for land use board members. I also encourage that the VOM Ethics Code be 
revised to require that the identity of any person who brings a complaint to the BOE should be shared with the 
individual who is under review. 

Regards, 

Meg Yergin 
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Sally Roberts

From: Nora Lucas
Sent: Wednesday, June 10, 2020 3:31 PM
To: Adam Stolorow; Mayor and Board; Goldstein Comments
Subject: Fw: Attached correspondence
Attachments: Goldstein Hearing Letter 061020.pdf

Adam, 
 
You were not copied on this.  
 
I cannot see that it is confidential, and it should be made part of the record, so I am forwarding to Goldstein 
Comments.  
 
 
 

From: Sally Roberts <sroberts@vomny.org> 
Sent: Wednesday, June 10, 2020 2:35 PM 
To: Mayor and Board <MayorandBoard@vomny.org> 
Cc: BoardofEthics <BofEthics@vomny.org> 
Subject: Attached correspondence  
  
Please see attached from the Board of Ethics.  Thank you. 
  
Sally J. Roberts 
Deputy Clerk, Village of Mamaroneck 

 
123 Mamaroneck Avenue 
Mamaroneck, NY  10543 
Phone: 914/825-8124 – Fax: 914/777-7787 – sroberts@vomny.org 
  
http://www.village.mamaroneck.ny.us 
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Sally Roberts

From: Nora Lucas
Sent: Wednesday, June 10, 2020 9:04 AM
To: Goldstein Comments
Cc: Adam Stolorow
Subject: Fw: Cynthia Greer Goldstein
Attachments: Letter in support of Cindy Goldstein.pdf

Another 
 

From: Estelle Williams <star10538@aol.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, June 9, 2020 9:26 PM 
To: Mayor and Board <MayorandBoard@vomny.org> 
Subject: Re: Cynthia Greer Goldstein  
  
Attached you will find my letter in support of Cynthia Goldstein and agreed to and signed by Village of 
Mamaroneck residents.  
 
Estelle Williams 
300 Livingston Avenue 
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Sally Roberts

From: Nora Lucas
Sent: Tuesday, June 09, 2020 8:32 PM
To: Goldstein Comments
Cc: Mayor and Board; Adam Stolorow
Subject: Fw: LETTER 
Attachments: LLOYD SHRWIN LANDA.pdf

May be redundant. 
 

From: Tamika Wells <TWells@vomny.org> 
Sent: Tuesday, June 9, 2020 2:53 PM 
To: Mayor and Board <MayorandBoard@vomny.org> 
Subject: LETTER  
  
Good afternoon,  
  
Mayor Murphy requested that I send this letter to you. Please see attachment. 
  
Tamika Wells 
Clerk Treasurer’s Office 
Village of Mamaroneck 
123 Mamaroneck Ave. 
Mamaroneck, NY 10543 
  
Tel: (914)777-7722 
Fax: (914)777-7787 
Email: TWells@vomny.org 
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Sally Roberts

From: Nora Lucas
Sent: Tuesday, May 26, 2020 10:10 AM
To: Goldstein Comments
Subject: Fw: Letter re Cindy Goldstein Decision
Attachments: Letter re Cindy Goldstein decision.pdf

 
 

From: Ellen Styler <ellenjst@yahoo.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, May 20, 2020 4:30 PM 
To: Mayor and Board <MayorandBoard@vomny.org> 
Subject: Letter re Cindy Goldstein Decision  
  
TO: Mayor and Board 
 
Please see my attached letter regarding the Cindy Goldstein decision. 
 
Regards, 
Ellen Styler 
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Sally Roberts

From: Nora Lucas
Sent: Tuesday, May 26, 2020 10:09 AM
To: Goldstein Comments
Subject: Fw: Cindy Goldstein
Attachments: Cindy Goldstein -- Public Hearing Input.docx

 
 

From: Alana Stone <alanaleestone@yahoo.com> 
Sent: Sunday, May 17, 2020 6:27 PM 
To: GOLDSTEINCOMMENTS@VOMNY.ORG <goldsteincomments@vomny.org>; Mayor and Board 
<MayorandBoard@vomny.org> 
Subject: Cindy Goldstein  
  
Please make the attached part of the public record. 
 
Thanks, 
Alana 
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Sally Roberts

From: Richard Cohen <richardwcohen@hotmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, May 30, 2020 12:09 PM
To: Goldstein Comments
Subject: Cynthia Goldstein Ethics case

To the political leaders of Mamaroneck Village: 
 
I have lived in Mamaroneck Village continuously since 1993.  I pay a staggering amount of property taxed for my .38 acre 
1960’s house, situated on uneven ground a few hundred yards from a superfund site that our politicians have ignored 
for decades, while they pursue petty grievances like this one.   Our property taxes shock anyone who lives outside our 
Village’s myopic bubble, where people routinely pay 25%-50% of what we do.  But then, they don’t get the advantage of 
having local governance so intently focused on minutiae, like ours.   
 
I do not know and don’t believe I have ever met Cynthia Goldstein.   
 
I don’t believe I know personally any of the other Village politicians, except I do know, and have always liked, John 
Verni.  But that is irrelevant to the issues here. 
 
This proceeding is an outrage and should be stopped now.  I understand the village has spent over $100,000 trying to 
remove Ms. Goldstein, because she didn’t voluntarily recuse herself.  Whether or not anyone believes she had a conflict 
of interest, her interests and those of her husband (whom I’ve also never met) were matters of public record, so the 
allegations of deceit are nonsense.   
 
This an offense to taxpayers, petty and political, evoking Sayre’s law that “the intensity of the dispute is inversely 
proportional to the value of the issues at stake.”   You’ve taken leave of your senses. 
 
Stop for a moment and consider whom you are supposed to serve – the taxpayers of Mamaroneck Village.   This reminds 
me of the fiasco with the Westchester Day School where our small town, small minded politicians took it upon 
themselves to spend millions of our taxpayer dollars in a fruitless effort to stop construction of a private school, 
embarrassing the entire village for its “leaders’” pettiness.   
 
Goldstein had one vote, whose interests were disclosed.  I don’t know if her vote swung any resolution, because the 
consequences (if there were any) don’t seem to matter merit any mention in this idiotic crusade.   But either we have 
rules that permit a board member to make the decision whether or not to recuse herself, or we have rules that allow the 
board to require it.  End of story.   This third way is a derogation of public responsibility to be taxpayers’ fiduciaries and 
put those interests ahead of their personal vindictive animosities toward a fellow board member whom they dislike.  
 
Shame on you all ! 
 
Richard Cohen 
1304 Colonial Court 
Mamaroneck, NY 10543 
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Sally Roberts

From: Robert Stark <robtstark@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, June 09, 2020 3:46 PM
To: Goldstein Comments; Robert Stark
Subject: I am sharing 'Robert's Remarks.pdf' with you
Attachments: Robert's Remarks.pdf

Attached are my comments regarding cindy goldstein 
 
Shared from Word for Android 
https://office.com/getword 
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Sally Roberts

From: saras@working-pictures.com
Sent: Thursday, June 04, 2020 4:44 PM
To: Goldstein Comments
Subject: Sara Sheehan letter
Attachments: Cindy letter.docx
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Sally Roberts

From: stuart tiekert <tiekerts@yahoo.com>
Sent: Wednesday, June 10, 2020 3:43 PM
To: Goldstein Comments
Cc: Mayor and Board
Subject: Goldstein comments
Attachments: Goldstein Matter Comments 2.docx
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Sally Roberts

From: Thomas J. Mullaney <tmullaney@lcmslaw.com>
Sent: Wednesday, June 10, 2020 4:23 PM
To: Goldstein Comments; Mayor and Board
Cc: Steven Leventhal
Subject: Ms. Goldstein
Attachments: Memo in Opp to Removal 6-10-20.pdf

Flag Status: Flagged

Please see the attached Memorandum in Opposition to Removal. 
 
-------------------------------------------------  
Thomas J. Mullaney 
Leventhal, Mullaney & Blinkoff, LLP 
15 Remsen Avenue 
Roslyn, New York 11576 
tmullaney@lcmslaw.com 
Tel.  (516) 484-5440, ext. 301 
Fax.  (516) 484-2710 
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Sally Roberts

From: Toni's <sktryan1@aol.com>
Sent: Wednesday, June 10, 2020 11:32 AM
To: Mayor and Board; Goldstein Comments
Subject: Fwd: Cindy Goldstein

 
>>>>  
>>>> Dear Mayor Murphy:  
>>>> The purpose of this letter is to express our support of Cindy Goldstein and to urge you find the Decision 
and Recommendation of the Village of Mamaroneck Ethics Board to be without merit. 
>>>>  
>>>> It was surprising to learn that a Public Hearing  was scheduled based on findings by the Ethics Board.  It 
was shocking that Cindy Goldstein was the Planning Board member who was the subject of the Public Hearing.  
Cindy Goldstein has served on many boards, commissions, committees in the Village over many years and has 
done an outstanding job - always.  In our opinion she has always had the best interests of our residents in mind.  
We both have known Cindy on a personal level and have worked with her in roles we have had in our Village 
and Town governments.  Never have we observed her to be anything but professional, honest, committed, and 
devoted to whatever job she had undertaken.  She has not only generously shared her knowledge and expertise 
within Village government, but she has also worked with many organization's to improve the quality of life of 
all Village residents.    
>>>>  
>>>> We read the Ethics Board's Decision and Recommendation.  We watched the entire Public Hearing.  At 
no time did we find fault with Cindy Goldstein's actions or behavior in performing her duties as a member of 
the Planning Board. We do feel that the Ethics Board over stepped its authority, and feel their meetings with 
Ms. Goldstein that led to their recommendation that she be removed from the Planning Board appear to be 
bullying. 
>>>>  
>>>> We feel that the Ethics Board has failed on many levels, but most troublesome are: 
>>>>         1). The right to know her accuser.  It seems that someone told the Ethics Board that Ms. Goldstein 
might have acted inappropriately on matters before the Planning Board.  Was a Complaint Form ever filed by 
that individual?  While the Ethics Board can undertake an inquiry on their own initiative, how often has that 
happened over the years?  Did the same person identify the Hommocks Road and the Hampshire and if so, 
doesn't that make you wonder why someone is so focused on one person on the Planning Board, Ms. Goldstein?  
If someone doesn't have the courage of their convictions, why would an investigation be undertaken and why to 
this extreme.  This Public Hearing involving a volunteer on a board in the Village is a sad first.  It seems 
absolutely contrary to everything the Ethics Board is charged with doing.  Bottom line, we have serious 
questions about the ethics of the Ethics Board, including why, at the request of Ms. Goldstein to have former 
Mayor Debbie Chapin recuse herself from participating in the investigation because of a personal conflict, Ms. 
Goldstein's request was not honored.  Former Mayor Chapin's failure to recuse leaves her open to a clear 
conflict of interest.  Finally, we come to Chairman Ettinger's final report.  We find his personal remarks about 
Ms. Goldstein to be tacky and undeserved, especially in a document of this type.  Mr. Ettinger has the inflated 
opinion that his position as Chairman allows him to put down in a public document not facts, but innuendo and 
opinion about Ms. Goldstein's attitude and demeanor.  A judge may make such opinions public in a sentencing 
ruling, but Mr. Ettinger is not the judge in this matter.  This is your job, Mayor Murphy. 
>>>>  
>>>>          2). A lack of consistency in findings by the Ethics Board.  Examples were given of investigations of 
former Trustee/Deputy Mayor Louis Santoro who read a resolution to the Board of Trustees seeking 
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reimbursement for legal expenses he felt were due him because those expenses were the result of his Board 
responsibilities. After reading the resolution that had to do with a benefit to himself, he recused himself but 
never left the room.  Ethics Board finding:  No wrong doing.  Ms. Goldstein, even though she believed she did 
not have to recuse herself on the Hommocks Road application did so at the request of the Ethics Board and left 
the room.  She did vote to open the application and on its SEQRA designation.  Neither vote was improper - 
opening the application for review and designation are pretty clear cut and would in no way benefit Ms. 
Goldstein or determine the outcome of the SEQRA determination.   Ethics Board finding:  guilty of 
inappropriate behavior.  That is the comparison to recusal. 
>>  
>>>> The matter of residing too close to the application to be allowed to participate relates to the Hampshire 
project.  Mr. John Verni, at the time that he was Chairman of the Planning Board participated in discussions and 
voted on two applications before his Board - both had to do with renovations to beach clubs.  One club was 
across the street from his home, the other down the block.  In this case there is no finding by the Ethics Board 
because they apparently saw no inappropriate action on his part.  Ms. Goldstein's residence is, we believe, 750 
feet from the Hampshire project- noise, traffic, would not affect her.  She participated, she voted.  Ethics Board 
findings:  guilty of inappropriate behavior.   It seems pretty clear that the Ethics Board is selective about who 
they choose to investigate.  That was never the intent of their mission - to investigate and judge.  As you well 
know, consistency in findings is paramount to the fair outcome of applications.  That's true of dealing with 
individuals.   
>>>>  
>>>> This Ethics Board Decision and Recommendation, in our view, appears to be not about Ms Goldstein in 
her capacity as a member of the Planning Board and a highly respected member of the Village of Mamaroneck, 
but a misguided personal vendetta and character assassination.  Unless there is more to this than has been made 
public, based on what we have read and seen in the Public Hearing, we cannot understand what the justification 
for removing Ms. Goldstein from the Planning Board will accomplish.  If anything, we fear it will open the 
Village up to lawsuits from Village residents whose applications didn't go the way they hoped. 
>>  
>> Respectfully submitted, 
>> Toni Pergola Ryan, former Trustee, VOM Paul A. Ryan, former  
>> Supervisor, Town of Mamaroneck 
>>>>  
>>>>  
>>>>  
>>>>  
>>>> Sent from my iPad 
>>>> Sent from my iPad 
 



My name is Dan Natchez, and in addition to being a resident, I am also a Trustee of Village Board of 

Trustees.  

 

In 2017 I undertook a small assignment as President of my consulting company to assist Steven 

Goldstein (husband of Cynthia Goldstein, the subject this hearing).  The assignment was the evaluation 

of the septic system at 5 Oak Lane in early 2017 when they were considering purchasing their current 

home.  This was one-time work, not an ongoing consultation, and I listed this work on my 2018 and 

2019 disclosure forms filed with the Village.  As a Village Trustee I later recused myself from 

participating in Board discussions involving a request from Steven Goldstein to the Board of Trustees 

regarding sewers on Oak Lane and Hommocks Road.  At the time I recused myself, I was still within the 

two-year period in which disclosures are required by the Village’s disclosure form.  It has now been 

approximately three years since I performed one time work for the Goldstein’s and I do not anticipate 

any future work for them at this time.  Because of my past work, I was also included on a list of 

potential hearing witnesses to be called by Ethics Board involving Cynthia Goldstein, but I was not 

called as a witness.   

 

I have received communications from the Ethics Board suggesting that I consider recusing myself from 

participating in Board of Trustee matters that involve Cynthia Goldstein.  I note that I do not have any 

decision-making authority in the hearing today, which is the Mayor’s hearing, but I believe it is 

important for me to state my opinion, and I do not believe that I have a conflict of interest in this issue 

that would require recusal.  I have consulted my attorney who agrees that I do not have a conflict of 

interest.   

 

I believe that the Ethics Board is entirely mistaken in their recommendation regarding Cynthia Goldstein 

which is the matter of this Public Hearing. 

 

In my opinion when everything is boiled down to its simplest denomination regarding Ms. Goldstein, 

the Ethics Board is seeking to enforce their interpretation of the Ethics Code, which differs from the 

historic approach of the Village, by requiring any member of a Board or Commission from recusing 

themselves if they live within the notice distance for a property that may before that Board or 

Commission.    

 

The Ethics Board made this specific recommendation to the Board of Trustees to change the Ethics 

Code to incorporate that recommendation.  Four members of the Board of Trustees expressed concerns 

about that recommendation and have not changed the Ethics Code to include same.  Yet this has not 



stopped the Ethics Board seeking to advise Board of Commission members that this what the Code 

means and that they should recuse themselves if they live with the notice area. 

 

Ms. Goldstein first saw the Hampshire application as Chair of the Harbor and Coastal Zone 

Management Commission when she lived at a residence not within the notice area.  Her approach at that 

time as reflected in the record and since that time was to ask the hard questions to insure that applicants 

meet the requirements of the various codes laws and regulations.   It is an approach she has, and others 

have used on applications that have appeared before them in their various public servant capacities.  

 

It is my belief based upon the entire Cynthia Goldstein record that that Ethics Board’s recommendation 

to remove Ms. Goldstein from the Planning Board is incorrect and not within the best interests of the 

Village. 

 
End Comments 
 



I’m writing this letter in support of Cindy Goldstein. 

In reading through your recommendation, my first thought is that sceptic sewage has no place in the 
Village of Mamaroneck.  Septic sewage is okay in places like South Salem where every resident has an 
acre of land, but not in the Village of Mamaroneck where land frequently floods and houses are in close 
proximity.  So regardless of what neighborhood Cindy lives in – replacing septic sewage with sewer lines 
is the right decision for everyone.   

And secondly, everything is connected.  When we were fighting the Henry street development, I 
mentioned that storm water from Florence street was being piped into the sewage system, and John 
Verni, who lives on Orienta, was very concerned that our sewage would land on his property out in 
Orienta – should he have recused himself?  I don’t think so, but he would be a beneficiary of our proper 
storm management.   

During the Henry Street proceedings, Cindy voted against my interests, but as a woman in the Village of 
Mamaroneck I respect and support her.  My mother-in-law, Anne Stone, was one of the founding 
members of the Food Pantry, and Cindy worked right along with her.  Over the years, I have watched 
Cindy tirelessly give her time and sit through endless village meetings serving our residents with 
patience and respect. 

To me, this complaint doesn’t pass the sniff test.  In the spirit of “ethics”, I think it is important that the 
BOT disclose who brought about this complaint?  Was it someone who would benefit from 
development?  Which Board of Ethics member championed the complaint?  That person should be 
asked to disclose any personal relations to Cindy or potential conflicts of interest.  We need to know.   

I would also caution the BOT to have some gender awareness.  Cindy has a powerful presence, and 
although no one would overtly discriminate, I have seen microinequities even in our own village.  It 
benefits the village and the boards to have powerful women representing.  This BOT has made a point of 
inclusion for all and has worked to shift the tone of this village.  Removing Cindy without due process 
would be harmful to the culture of this village. 

Respectfully,  

Alana Stone 



Comments on the Goldstein Ethics Matter 

 

 

Dear Mayor Murphy, 

Village code at Section 21-9 instructs the Board of Ethics that 
“At its first meeting each year, the Ethics Board shall elect a 
chair for that year from among its members.”   

I have gone to the Village website and reviewed the 2018, 2019 
and 2020 minutes that are available there.  The only year that 
there are minutes of a vote electing Mark Ettenger chair is in 
2018. 

I have requested additional minutes of his election as Chair 
through FOIL but have received none. 

I have also found an LMC-TV video of Mr. Ettenger, after his 
appointment to the Ethics Board, appearing before the Village 
of Mamaroneck Harbor and Coastal Zone Management 
Commission on September 2, 2015 in opposition to an 
application by the Greens, fellow residents of Flagler Drive, who 
wanted to install a drainage line beneath Flagler Drive.  Mr. 
Ettenger appeared before the commission, as an Edgewater 
Point Property Owners Association director in opposition to 
the application. Mr. Ettenger did not disclose his membership 
on the Ethics Board when speaking in opposition to the 



application.  September 2, 2015 Village of Mamaroneck 
HCZM - LMC-TV, NY 

 

Section 21-4N of the Standards of Conduct of the Code of Ethics 
reads: 

 

“Disclosure of interest in legislation and official action. 
To the extent that she/he knows thereof, any Village 
officer, board member and/or employee with respect 
to matters in which she/he participates or in which 
her/his board is involved in the decision-making 
process, shall specifically and fully disclose on the 
official record of the Board of Trustees at a regular 
public meeting thereof the nature and extent of any 
direct or indirect interest in legislation or official action 
pending before the Village.” 

 

Mr. Ettenger’s appearance before the Harbor & Coastal 
Zone Management Commission also appears to violate 
the transactional disclosure by the Code of Ethics because 
as a a director of the Edgewater Point Property Owners 
Association he had a financial interest and property 
interest in the proposed work for which an easement was 
required.  

 



“Any Village officer, board member, 
employee, or consultant who has a direct 
or indirect private interest in any 
transaction under consideration by a board, 
court, commission, district, department, 
committee or agency of the Village or in 
any property which may be affected by 
such transaction, or whose relative has 
such a private interest, shall publicly 
disclose the nature and extent of that 
private interest on the record of the board, 
court, commission, district, department, 
committee, or agency before which such 
transaction is pending and shall file a copy 
of such disclosure with the Village Clerk-
Treasurer. The Board of Ethics shall review 
such disclosures in a timely manner.” Code 
of Ethics §21.5 C. 

 

The September 2, 2015 meeting  of the Harbor Coastal 
Zone Management Commission was chaired by Cindy 
Goldstein.  Based on viewing the tape of the meeting, Mr. 
Ettenger made no disclosures.    

I hope this makes it clear that Mr. Ettenger has not applied 
the same expectation of compliance with the Code of Ethics to 
his own conduct as he does to Cindy Goldstein’s. 

 



In the decision making process on this matter, I urge you to 
consider whether Mr. Ettenger’s disregard of his own 
responsibilities to the Code of Ethics and lack of authority as 
chair to lead what has aptly been described as a “roving 
inquisition” with Cindy Goldstein as its target should be 
validated by your decision. 

 

Sincerely, 

Stuart Tiekert 

 

 

 

 

 



I’m writing this letter in support of Cindy Goldstein. 

In reading through your recommendation, my first thought is that sceptic sewage has no place in the 
Village of Mamaroneck.  Septic sewage is okay in places like South Salem where every resident has an 
acre of land, but not in the Village of Mamaroneck where land frequently floods and houses are in close 
proximity.  So regardless of what neighborhood Cindy lives in – replacing septic sewage with sewer lines 
is the right decision for everyone.   

And secondly, everything is connected.  When we were fighting the Henry street development, I 
mentioned that storm water from Florence street was being piped into the sewage system, and John 
Verni, who lives on Orienta, was very concerned that our sewage would land on his property out in 
Orienta – should he have recused himself?  I don’t think so, but he would be a beneficiary of our proper 
storm management.   

During the Henry Street proceedings, Cindy voted against my interests, but as a woman in the Village of 
Mamaroneck I respect and support her.  My mother-in-law, Anne Stone, was one of the founding 
members of the Food Pantry, and Cindy worked right along with her.  Over the years, I have watched 
Cindy tirelessly give her time and sit through endless village meetings serving our residents with 
patience and respect. 

To me, this complaint doesn’t pass the sniff test.  In the spirit of “ethics”, I think it is important that the 
BOT disclose who brought about this complaint?  Was it someone who would benefit from 
development?  Which Board of Ethics member championed the complaint?  That person should be 
asked to disclose any personal relations to Cindy or potential conflicts of interest.  We need to know.   

I would also caution the BOT to have some gender awareness.  Cindy has a powerful presence, and 
although no one would overtly discriminate, I have seen microinequities even in our own village.  It 
benefits the village and the boards to have powerful women representing.  This BOT has made a point of 
inclusion for all and has worked to shift the tone of this village.  Removing Cindy without due process 
would be harmful to the culture of this village. 

Respectfully,  

Alana Stone 
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Luis Quiros; 144 ROCKLAND AVE.; 10543; 914-320-1791 

 

ME, A PRIOR STATE MEMBER FOR MORE THAN 10 YEARS 

OF THE NYCLU PLUS DOCTORAL COURSES AT UNTION 

THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY I CAN SAY, STEVE LEVENTHAL 

YOU STILL DON’T UNDERSTAND MORAL ETHICS AND 

GOVERNMENT HISTORY.  

 
I WILL SPEAK FOR THE REMOVAL OF CINDY GOLDSTEIN 

AND EXPLAIN WHY OTHER MEMBERS WITH OFFICIAL 

AUTHORITY SUPPORTING HER, OR AGAINST THE SORELY 

NEEDED REVEUE THAT WOULD BE YIELDED BY THE 

HAMPSHIRE PROJECT,  ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE 

DEMISE OF THIS COMMUNITY, AND ESPECIALLY FOR 

TODAY’S COSTS CAUSED BY THE ELITES, BEING INCURRED 

BY US VIEWED AS OTHERS.  
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KNOW THAT THE VILLAGE OF MAMARONECK IS A 

METAPHOR FOR THE CLOSING MOMENTS OF THE USA AND 

ITS’ FAKE DEMOCRACY AND UNAFFORDABLE OR FAKE DUE 

PROCESS FOR US OTHERS.   

 
KNOW THAT THE USA CONSTITUTION WAS ESTABLISHED 

SOLELY TO CONTROL SOCIAL DISTANCING, HENCE, THERE 

IS THE DAUGHTERS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION WHO 

ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR BEING AND FINDING “PERSONALLY 

ACCEPTABLE” MEMBERS TO THEIR SOCIETY. HENCE, 

ZONING BOARDS, AND CLEVER TAXATION BETWEEN 

SOCIAL CLASSES. HENCE, SLAVES, MINIMUM WAGE 

WORKERS, RED LINING AND COUNTRY CLUBS.  

 
THE FRIENDLY VILLAGE ARE WORDS USED TO AVOID 

CALLING THE VILLAGE FACIST. YES, WE ARE SMALL BUT 

INTENTIONALLY NOT DIVERSIFIED THOUGH GENTRIFIED. 
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FACIST BECAUSE NEWS FOR THE FURTHER DEVELOPMENT 

OF THE HAMPSHIRE IS MINIMIZED AND OMITTED… THE 

MEDIA “LOOP” HAS DEMONSTRATED THAT. OR FOR OR 

AGAINST TRANSPARENCY WHICH ALWAYS HAS A SOCIAL 

CLASS FUNCTION; DIFFICULT TO DETECT OR COMPUTE 

WITHOUT APPROPRIATE ACADEMIC CREDENTIALS, OR 

EXPERIENCE OR LEISURE TIME.      

 

 I FIND IT IRONIC AFTER WATCHING APPROXIMATERLY 20 

HAMPSHIRE PLANNING SESSIONS WHERE MS. GOLDSTEIN 

COMPLAINED HAMPSHIRE DEVELOPMENT WOULD BE SO 

LOUD, SO MANY TREES TAKEN DOWN, AND SO HORRIBLE 

THAT NOW SUDDENLY SHE HAS THE NERVE TO SAY THE 

NOISE WON’T BOTHER HER HOME AND SHE WON’T SEE ANY 

OF THE HOMES BEING BUILT. - PLEASE 
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FACIST BECAUSE FOOD IS USED AS A WEAPON AS IT 

INTIMIDATES THE POOR. MS. GOLDSTEIN’S CONNECTION 

TO THE FOOD BANK AND DONATIONS HAS PREVENTED 

LARGE NUMBERS OF PEOPLE FROM SIGNING A PETITION 

WHAT WOULD EXTENT THEIR LIKELYHOOD OF LIVING IN 

THIS VILLAGE. INSTEAD, EVEN THE COST INCURRED 

TODAY WILL BE PASSED ON TO THE LESS FORTUNATE. 

 
FACISM BECAUSE THE GENTLEMEN’S AGREEMENT IS THE 

LAW OF THE LAND. KNOW THAT EVEN THE POLICE 

DEPARTMENT AND SCHOOL DISTRICT ARE UNDER 

INVESTIGATION.  

 
OVER 3 YEARS AGO I COMMENCED DIALOGUE OVER AM 

RADIO STATION WVOX WITH A DOCTOR INVOLVED WITH 

HEALTH AND POLITICS. MY VIEWS, THE REAL EPEDEMIC OF 

THIS NATION IS MENTAL ILLNESS; PREVENTING US FROM 
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BEING ALERT TO WHAT IS HAPPENING… AS IN THIS 

VILLAGE. FROM THIS CONVERSATION IT BECAME OBVIOUS 

THAT WITHIN A FEW YEARS A FLU WOULD FLOURISH THAT 

WOULD KILL HUNDREDS AND THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE. THE 

DOCTOR SUPPORTED THESE STATEMENTS; AND VERRIFIED 

IN MY TWO BOOKS AND WEBSITE.  

 
THE INTENTIONALITY TO ORGANIZE A BETTER SET OF 

PEOPLE, ATTEMPTED THROUGH ALL OF LATIN AMERICA 

AND OF COURSE AFRICA IS A MENTAL ILLNESS.  HENCE, AS 

WE CAN BOTH QUOTE FAVORING CASE LAW, THE HISTORY 

OF THE WORLD AND ITS GREATEST PHILOSOPHERS 

EXPOSE WHY SOVEREIGNTY BELONGS TO ONLY THE 

PEOPLE THAT INCLUDE THEMSELVES AS OTHERS; AND 

NOT THE GOVERNMENT THAT IS BEING DISPLAYED IN THIS 

VILLAGE AND THE USA. WE ARE NOT IN THIS TOGETHER. 
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T00 OFTEN, OTHERS ARE ASSUMED TO BE OUT OF THE 

SPECTRUM OF DESERVING OF THEIR NATURAL RIGHT. 

THIS IS HISTORICAL. ARISTOTLE WAS THE FATHER OF 

NATURAL LAW’S FAMOUS MAXIM, LEX INIUSTA NON EST 

LEX, MEANING AN UNJKUST LAW IS NO LAW AT ALL. THE 

CLASSIC STATEMENT, DELIVERED IN 1832 WAS BY JOHN 

AUSTIN, THE CREATOR OF THE SCHOOL OF ANALYTICAL 

JURISPRUDENCE: “THE EXISTENCE OF LAW IS ONE THING ; 

ITS MERIT OR DEMERIT ANOTHER.”  



        8 June 2020 
 
 
Dear Mayor Murphy, Trustees, and Members of the Board of Ethics, 
 
 Recently I learned that Cindy Goldstein, a member of the Village Planning Board, has been accused of 
ethics violations and instructed to resign from her Board. I have taken some time to read the decision and 
recommendation of the Ethics Board (yes, all 64 pages) as well as Ms. Goldstein’s Memorandum of Law, and to 
watch the entire May 27 hearing. I would like to share my concerns. 
 
 First, you should know that I have never met Ms. Goldstein personally. My only impressions of her have 
been formed when I attended Planning Board meetings. On those occasions, I was impressed by how precise her 
thinking was, how strong her commitment was to development consistent with Village code, and how thoroughly 
she prepared for each case. 
 
 As you know, the charges involve two unrelated cases. Ms. Goldstein’s explanations of why she did not 
believe there was a conflict in either case are reasonable. In the Last Home case she did in fact recuse to avoid the 
appearance of a conflict after participating in two procedural votes that did not involve judgement or discretion. I 
found her statement that she did not know the sewer line would be part of the case quite believable when I 
followed the timeline of her neighbors’ statements that they had no interest in the line, the developer’s indication 
that he was no longer interested in building the line, and the date of the developer’s actual proposal including the 
sewer line after all. 
 
 The Hampshire development is a much larger issue affecting the entire Village. We are a small community 
of 7,000 residences. I think it would be hard to find anyone to sit on the Planning Board who would not be 
affected, either negatively by pollution, flooding, traffic, crowding of schools, or similar factors; or positively by job 
possibilities, increased commerce, or some other financial benefit. Even the notice area, including 169-210 homes, 
is large enough that Ms. Goldstein should not have been singled out as having a conflict of interest. 
 
 I am concerned by the way these charges keep shifting. Initially, January 25, 2019, Ms. Goldstein was told 
she had a conflict of interest because of her proximity to the Hampshire development site. Later the Board said 
that, regardless of whether proximity was a relevant issue, they believed she would be more affected than other 
residents by the construction site’s noise, traffic, air and soil contamination, and flooding, and should have recused 
for those reasons. Four months later, they added a charge from the separate and earlier case involving a possible 
sewer line in her neighborhood. Finally, the Board maintained that, whether or not she actually had any conflicts, 
the Village Ethics Code prohibits the appearance of a conflict (pp. 52-54). 
 
 My conclusion is that the Board was searching for reasons to charge Ms. Goldstein with conflicts of 
interest. Each time she was able to rebut a charge, they added another one. The final and rather vague charge that a 
board member should avoid the appearance of a conflict, cuts both ways. The Board of Ethics has created the 
appearance of looking for reasons to remove an effective member of the Planning Board. 
 
 I realize this case will be decided in court. I encourage you to reconsider filing these charges at all. I do 
not think it is a convincing case of ethics violations. 
 
 Thank you for your attention. 
 
        Sincerely yours, 
 
        Beverley Sherrid 
        625 The Parkway 
        Mamaroneck, NY 10543 
  



Sara Sheehan 
616 Forest Ave 

Mamaroneck, NY 10543 
 
 
June 3rd, 2020 
 
 
Hello Tom! 
  
How lovely to run into you last week at Stop and Shop. I would like to reiterate how impressed I was with 
Mamaroneck's response to the need of many families for just the basic grocery items. I grew up here and to 
see everyone band together to help one another makes me extremely proud. 
  
I know Cindy Goldstein well, as for many years she was my accountant. I can vouch for her honesty, 
certainly her integrity and her concern for everyone who lives in our community. I have no doubt that Cindy's 
judgment is fair and unbiased. I know that whatever issues arise before The Planning Board will be met with 
intelligence and fairness: she's just a very good person. 
  
I wanted to share this with you, and I know my mother, Caryl Feldmann and my sister, Leslie Cowen have 
also probably written to you as well. There are some people- as I know you are aware- who are drawn to 
helping their community. You are certainly one of them. Cindy is, too and I am certain that she will continue 
her unbiased contribution to our community as she has done for so many years. 
  
Thanks Tom and please stay safe and well! 
  
Sara Sheehan 
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To: Mayor Murphy 

Cc: Board of Trustees 

From: Ethics Board 

Re: Goldstein Sanctioning Hearing-May 27, 2020 

Date: June 10, 2020 

 

A number of incorrect statements were made during the Goldstein sanctioning hearing held on May 27, 2020 in 

connection with the Decision and Recommendation of the Board regarding Cindy Goldstein dated November 29, 2019.  

The Ethics Board had concluded that it was neither necessary nor appropriate for any of our members to participate in the 

public comment period of the hearing since our findings and recommendations, and the underlying evidence, are complete 

and public.   

 

 However,  a number of  incorrect statements were made in the Mayor’s May 27th Goldstein Sanctioning Hearing 

regarding the Code of Ethics and Ethics Board which, in the public interest, should be corrected.  The Ethics Board will 

not comment on matters related to the evidence in the Goldstein matter or on statements she or her attorney made at the 

May 27th hearing other than in the following paragraph.  

 

The evidence presented at the Ethics Board hearing in the Cindy Goldstein matters, now in the public domain, 

was either testimony take under oath before a court stenographer, or documentary material, both entered into evidence 

pursuant to accepted procedural standards with Ms. Goldstein  present and represented by counsel of her own choosing.  

Ms. Goldstein and her counsel had the right to call, and did call, witnesses, cross examine witnesses, make objections and 

were provided a full opportunity to present evidence, witnesses and make any arguments desired.  We understand that the 

fees of Ms. Goldstein’s counsel and expert witnesses in connection with the Ethics Board proceedings are being paid by 

the Village.  

 

Our comments are broken down into a section on BACKGROUND, to provide the public with a heightened 

awareness of the Ethics Code and Board, and then a section on pages correcting statements about or related to the Code of 

Ethics and Ethics Board during the public comment section of the MAYORS’ MAY 27TH HEARING. 

 

 

BACKGROUND 

 

The Village Code of Ethics 

 

In 2009, the Board of Trustees (“BOT”) enacted the current Code of Ethics (Chapter 21 of the Village Code) to 

promote “high standards of ethical conduct for officers, board members and employees of the Village so as to promote 

public confidence in the integrity of local government.”1  The requirements of the Code of Ethics are established by law, 

not selected by the Ethics Board. The standards for implementation are set by local or state law and are not chosen by the 

 
1 Village Code § 21-1. 
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Ethics Board. The Ethics Board has made suggestions for amendments as called for in the Code of Ethics, but none have 

been acted on by the BOT.  

 

Of note, and applicable here, is that Section 21-15 of the Code of Ethics allows the Ethics Board to 

waive certain provisions if it finds the waiver is not in conflict with the interests or purposes of the Village.  

Certain provisions that cannot be waived, including the sections on transactional, applicant and annual 
disclosure.  

 
Ethics Board Duties 

 

The Ethics Board is required to fulfill various duties under the Code of Ethics including to: 

 

(1) provide advisory opinions to Village officers, employees and board members that seek guidance 

regarding their ethical obligations and the meaning of the Code of Ethics;2 

 
(2) verify that each Village officer, employee and board member files an annual disclosure statement; 3 

 

(3) review and determine whether the annual disclosure statement, transactional or applicant disclosure 

statements filed by a Village officer, employee or board members “reveal a possible or potential 

violation” of the Code of Ethics;4 

 

(4) conduct investigations into potential violations of the Code of Ethics by Village officers, employees and 

board members; 5  

 

(5) assess on its own or recommend appropriate disciplinary actions if it is determined after a hearing that a 

Village officer, employee or board member violated the Code of Ethics ; 6 and 

 

(6) recommend changes to the Code of Ethics;7 

 

(7) make available for public inspection and copying lists of officers, board members and employees, 

transactional disclosure statements, applicant disclosure statements, annual disclosure statements and 

sworn complaints filed with the board, and certain other records;8 and 

(8) protect whistleblowers.9 

 

Members of the Ethics Board 

 

The Ethics Board has five members who are appointed by the Board of Trustees and serve three-year terms.  By 

law, no more than two members can belong to the same political party. 10  The Board is currently comprised of two 

Democrats, two Republicans and one independent member.  All are long-term residents.  Four are lawyers, two of whom 

are in practice.  The fifth is a long-time educator and school administrator.  All have had experience dealing with 

personnel and administrative issues before joining the Ethics Board.  

 

 
2 Village Code §§ 21-10(C)(7), 21-16. 
3 Village Code §§ 21-10(C)(3), 21-12.  
4 Village Code § 21-12(B). 
5 Village Code §§ 21-10(C)(4), 21-13. 
6 Village Code §§ 21-10(C)(5), 21-14. 
7 Village Code §§ 21-10(C)(9), 21-19. 
8 Village Code § 21-10(C)(3, 10), 21-11, 21-13(D), 21-15(B). 
9 Village Code § 21-22. 
10 Village Code § 21-7(D). 
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Evidentiary Records Related to Ethics Board Investigations and Hearings 

 

The Code of Ethics mandates what information should be kept confidential and provides and delineates what 

information must be made public and what is to be kept confidential.  For example. all decisions of the Ethic Board that 

find a violation, not an acquittal, must be available to the public, and at the same time the Code requires that that all 

evidence relating to an investigation or hearing be kept confidential, except as otherwise required by Village, state or 

federal law.   

  

Section 21-3 D. of the Code of Ethics mandates that: 

 
“All documents and hearings relating to the investigation and hearing of any alleged violation of this 
chapter shall be confidential and not available for public inspection or open to the public, except as otherwise 
required by state or federal law or by this chapter. All dispositions, including negotiated dispositions, in which 
the Ethics Board finds a violation of this chapter, shall be available for public inspection and 
copying.”[emphasis added] 

 

While the Code of Ethics clearly acknowledges the public interest in the disposition (i.e. a decision) when the 

Ethics Board finds a violation, it also mandates confidentiality of the documents and hearings, with exceptions.  The law 

acknowledges that certain matters that come formally before the Ethics Board may contain highly sensitive information 

that should be kept confidential.  There is a balance to be found between these two requirements, which sometimes 

involves ambiguity and unsettled law, as we have been advised.  

 

Ethics Board Investigations 

 

 Under the Code of Ethics, the Ethics Board is required to commence an investigation if it receives a sworn 

complaint.  It is also expressly permitted to commence an investigation and issue charges on its own initiative. In practice, 

this can occur when a party reports a potential violation, but wishes to remain anonymous (e.g. a VOM staff member who 

is subordinate to the subject or a board peer wishing not to disrupt board functionality). 

 

The Ethics Board does not actively monitor or review Village board proceedings, review board minutes or attend 

board meetings other than in response to credible information provided by others.  We do not seek out violations. But if 

the Ethics Board receives credible information of a potential violation, we have an obligation to review the available 

information and decide whether further action is required, even in the absence of a sworn complaint.  

 

Whistleblower Protection 

 

As described above, the Village Ethics Code places limits on what information the Ethics Board can disclose and 

explicitly protects whistleblowers who notify the Board of Ethics about potential violations and others who provide 

information to the Ethics Board. 

 

MAYOR’S MAY 27TH GOLDSTEIN SANCTIONING HEARING 

 

Ethics Board: Protecting Sources  

 

In the Goldstein matters, there were not sworn complaints filed by a third party. The Ethics Board’s initial and 

informal inquiry into the Goldstein matters began after it confirmed certain information brought to it, all of which was 

publicly available, but which the Ethics Board would otherwise not have become aware, as it does not proactively monitor 

meetings.  The inquiry led to informal discussions with Ms. Goldstein (and her counsel), which led to an investigation and 

to charges by the Ethics Board, then a hearing and ultimately, to the Ethics Board’s Decision and Recommendation. 
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The Publication of the Record from the Goldstein Hearing 

 

Some criticized that the record from the Ethics Board Goldstein Hearing was released so soon before the Mayor’s 

May 27, 2020 Goldstein Sanctioning Hearing with inferences that the record had been inappropriately withheld by the 

Ethics Board.  The facts do not support those assertions. As described above, the Code of Ethics specifically requires, not 

suggests, that records of investigations and hearings be kept confidential and not made public, unless other Village, State 

or Federal law requires it. There are confidentiality provisions in various sections of the Code. Here are the facts. 

 

The Ethics Board provided the evidentiary record of its November 2019 hearing on the Goldstein matters to the 

BOT in February 2020 on a timely basis after being requested to do so by the BOT, which passed a Resolution on the 

subject allowing such disclosure. 

 

On May 18, 2020, the Mayor (through special counsel) requested a waiver by the Ethics Board of certain 

confidentiality provisions of the Code of Ethics to allow public disclosure of the Goldstein evidentiary record prior to the 

scheduled May 27th hearing.  The Ethics Board issued that waiver four days later on May 22, 2020, after receiving advice 

of counsel and calling a meeting as quickly as possible in light of the three-day notice requirement.   

 

To review the specifics, the Ethics Board issued its Goldstein Decision and Recommendation on November 29, 

2019.  In February 2020, the Ethics Board provided the Mayor and the Board of Trustees with the entire hearing record, 

including all testimony and documentary evidence, pursuant to a Resolution adopted by the BOT stating it would receive 

the hearing record, but hold it confidential and not make it available to the “public,” consistent with Section 21-3 D. of the 

Code of Ethics, discussed above.  This Resolution arose out of mutual agreement by the Board of Trustees and the Ethics 

Board, communicated through and each advised by counsel, that the Goldstein hearing record could be released to the 

Board of Trustees, as the Board of Trustees did not constitute the “public,” but could not be provided to anyone else.  The 

Ethics Board considered the question settled.  The Ethics Board was satisfied that this result respected the interests of Ms. 

Goldstein and the other witnesses at the hearing, while allowing the potential decision makers to have access to all 

pertinent information.  It was subsequently determined by the Board of Trustees that the Mayor, not the Board of 

Trustees, would be the sole sanctioning authority.  

 

   For three months, the Ethics Board neither received any further requests from nor had any substantive 

communications regarding further disclosure of the hearing record in the Goldstein matter with the Mayor, Board of 

Trustees or Ms. Goldstein. Again, we believed the Resolution passed by the Board of Trustees had settled the 

confidentiality question. Then, on May 18, 2020, special counsel to the Mayor (who also represents the Board of Trustees) 

in the Goldstein matter, informed the Ethics Board that the Mayor wished to have the record released to the public  and 

requested that the Ethics Board issue a waiver of the confidentiality provisions of the Ethics Code as applied to the 

evidentiary record of the Ethics Board Goldstein hearing.  Ms. Goldstein’s counsel consented, but only with the condition 

described below which was met.  

 

Upon receipt of the request from the Mayor’s special counsel on May 18th, the Ethics Board sought legal advice 

and then met on May 22, the earliest possible date under the Open Meetings law, and issued a written waiver pursuant to 

section 21-15 of the Code of Ethics, along with a full explanation.  

 

To summarize, in four (4) days-between May 18 and May 22- we obtained legal advice, met and issued the 

requested waiver, which allowed public disclosure.  The Ethics Board adhered to the statute enacted by the Board of 

Trustees and acted expeditiously each time it received requests regarding the record.  

 To amplify on a comment above, in connection with our waiver, we asked the Mayor’s special counsel to confirm 

his indication to us that Ms. Goldstein counsel consented to the public release of evidence.  However, in response, Ms. 

Goldstein’s counsel did not simply consent, Instead, Ms. Goldstein’s counsel conditioned his consent, stating that the 

record should only be posted on the Village website if, and only if, (i) a legal memo he had filed in connection with Ms. 

Goldstein’s Article 78 lawsuit filed against the Ethics Board, and (ii) that Goldstein’s Motion to Disqualify a Member of 

the Ethics Board, were also published on the Village website.  The Ethics Board agreed to Ms. Goldstein’s counsel’s 

conditions even though it has not yet filed response(s) to the foregoing. 
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False Claim that the Ethics Board Disproportionately Investigated Women  

 

 During the Mayor’s May 27th Goldstein Sanctioning Hearing and while under oath, Kathy Savolt, a former 

mayor who currently chairs the Planning Board, made a patently false statement and baseless inferences that the Ethics 

Board has disproportionately targeted women on land use boards.  Ms. Savolt stated she had looked into it and claimed 

that five women and no men who sat on land use boards had been subject to Ethics Board actions. Ms. Savolt declined to 

reveal any specific information citing confidentiality leaving her unsubstantiated false statement in the public domain.   

We invite Ms. Savolt to meet with and/or provide the Ethics Board and Mayor with the specifics of her claims as that 

would not involve her concern about confidentiality. We also would welcome a discussion with the BOT about this either 

in open or executive session as guided by counsel.  

 

 Most matters that come to the Ethics Board are handled informally, in the nature of reminder letters or calls, 

completely confidential, and only occasionally gives rise to any formal process.  Even in the rare cases when the official 

at first declines to comply with the Code of Ethics, the Ethics Board does all it can to keep the matter informal.  

   

 During their terms in office and prior to the Goldstein matters, the Ethics Board believes there have been three (3) 

ethics matters that reached the first formal stage of the Code of Ethics compliance process, an investigation, All three 

involved men.  Two of the men were land use board members. The third was then a member of the Board of Trustees. 

 

 In the course of administering the annual disclosure form filings due February 15th,  and as previously reported to 

the BOT, the Ethics Board works closely with the Village Clerk’s office to gain compliance.  Numerous Village board 

members, some elected and some appointed, of both genders, have not filed on time or filed incompletely over the last 

several years.  Only twice in the terms of current Ethics Board members have other disclosure requirements of the Code of 

Ethics been triggered (not involving annual disclosure forms), of which the Ethics Board is aware.  In those two instances, 

the board members who triggered disclosure requirements were both women and members of land use boards. In those 

two and all cases referenced in this paragraph, the non-filing or incomplete filing board member ultimately complied 

when notified of the requirements; all such issues were handled informally and confidentially, without the need for an 

investigation or any formal process whatsoever.   

 

In summary,  Ms. Savolt’s assertions are without basis in facts and misinformed the Mayor and the public. There 

is no gender disparity in seeking compliance with the Ethics Code.  

 





Village of Mamaroneck Mayor and Board of Trustees 
123 Mamaroneck Avenue 
Mamaroneck, NY 10543 
 
June 9, 2020 
 
Dear Mayor Murphy and Village of Mamaroneck Trustees: 
 
 We are residents, voters, and/or taxpayers in the  Village of Mamaroneck 
(“VOM”) and write to the Board of Trustees ("BOT") in  support of Cindy Goldstein 
concerning the recommendation of the VOM Board of Ethics (“BOE”) that Ms. 
Goldstein be removed from the Planning Board. 1  We fully share the concerns 
described in Ellen Styler’s letter to the BOT, dated May 20, 2020.  We believe that 
the execution of the BOE’s recommendation would be a gross miscarriage of justice 
and a misapplication of the VOM Code of Ethics, the very law the BOE is entrusted to 
protect and enforce.   
 

We see the entire matter as a deeply flawed process in which the BOE lacks 
critical understanding of material conflicts of interest and exhibits little regard for 
precedent of its own prior decisions, resulting in injury to the reputation of one of 
VOM’s most outstanding citizen volunteers.  The litigation cost to VOM taxpayers to 
date arising from this BOE action has exceeded well over $100,000, while the cost to 
Ms. Goldstein’s good name is immeasurable. 

 
We urge Mayor Murphy to summarily reject the BOE’s recommendation. 2  

We recommend that the BOT censure the BOE for its misguided prosecutorial intent 
to pressure Ms. Goldstein to recuse when she had no legal or ethical obligation to do 
so. 

 
As it is vital that the VOM Code of Ethics be reviewed and clarified in order to 

safeguard against potential future abuse, we ask that you consider taking the 
following additional steps: 
 

(1) Form an independent task force appointed by the BOT to evaluate the 
VOM’s current Code of Ethics and make recommendations for reform. 

(2) Adopt enhanced transparency measures to the investigative process for 
citizen volunteers, including public disclosure of the complainant(s) and 
posting of all BOE decisions and supporting documentation on the VOM 
website with at least 30 days notice before hearings. 

(3) Mandate both ethics and diversity training for all BOE members. 
 

1 We note that four of the six persons who spoke at the May 27, 2020 hearing in favor of removal 
were not residents, voters or taxpayers in VOM. 
2To harmonize removal authority with appointment authority consistent with the passage of the 
2016 referendums, we suggest that the BOT authorize a referendum for the next election to amend 
the VOM code to transfer from the mayor to the BOT the authority to decide all remedial actions with 
respect to BOE recommendations. 



(4) Appoint independent counsel with specific expertise in code of ethics 
issues in governance to advise the BOE. 

(5) Cap the budget for BOE investigations unless additional funding is 
authorized by the BOT for a specific matter. 

 
At a time in our history when faith in the government and democratic norms 

is at its lowest ebb, it is essential that local government acts in the highest ethical 
manner.  

 
 
Jeff Aber 
Karla Aber 
Matt Aber 
Linda Albert 
Chari Topol-Allison  
Nicholas Allison 
Felix Apfaltrer 
Ritika Arora 
Len Aubrey 
Fred Bartels 
Laurie Bartels 
Susan Berenzweig 
Geertruike Boekholt 
Katherine Borst 
Marilyn Borst 
Benjamin Browning 
James Butterfield 
Emily Cohen 
Richard Cohen 
Karen Colaneri 
Kate Colson 
Jocelyn Donat 
Katharine Dufault 
Jeff Falk 
Lois Fenton 
Stephanie Figliomeni 
Ellen Freeman 
Dana Gallagher 
Peter Gallagher 
Linda Jones Gibbs 
Michael C. Gibbs 
Steve Giove 
Bob Goodman 
Jayne Goodman 
Jamie Gordon 
Enid Hammer 

Richard Hammer 
Jane Hassler 
Robert Hassler 
Gretta Heaney 
Lois Herzberg 
Jane Herzog  
Amy Hodman 
Bill Hodman 
Jennifer L. Hofstetter  
John M. Hofstetter  
Detlef Joerss 
Lorraine Katen 
Sam Katen 
Stephanie Laffont 
Kevin LaFollette 
Kim Larson 
Todd Larsen 
Jen LeClair 
Steve Leicht 
Richard Litman 
Jack Lusk 
Andrew Maggio 
Kathy Maloney 
Kathy Manera 
Tony Manera 
Piero Manrique 
Emily Marshall 
Torsten Marshall 
Martha McCarthy-Falk 
Suzanne McCrory 
Linda Meehan 
Jean Meyerowitz 
Greg Moyer 
Margi Pasquet 
Kate Priest 
Abby Roberts 

Charles Roney 
Doreen Roney 
Toni Pergola Ryan 
Paul A. Ryan 
Kathy Savolt 
Allen Schole 
Stu Seltzer 
Danielle Seltzer 
Sara Sheehan 
Heidi Sickles 
Kevin Sickles 
Allison Stabile 
Joshua Stabile 
Paul Stainkamp 
Robert Stark 
Alana Stone 
David Styler 
Ellen Styler 
Vonnie Sullivan 
Lucia Tavaviti 
Stuart Tiekert 
Joseph Urla 
Kristen Vetter 
Gina von Eiff 
Warren von Eiff 
Estelle Williams 
Megan Willams 
Andy Wollowitz 
Meg Yergin 



May 20, 2020 

 

TO:   Mayor and Board 

FROM: Ellen Styler 

RE:  Cindy Goldstein Decision 

 

I am writing in support of Cindy Goldstein. 

First, to introduce myself, I am a highly experienced and credentialed Human 

Resources Director.  Much of my career has been spent advising management on 

staffing decisions including reorganizations, hiring, and terminations.   

When I first read the Village decision on Cindy Goldstein, I noticed the repeated 

references to her “attitude.”  Use of that word is a red flag to those of us involved in HR 

or employment law because it is subjective.  It does not describe specific, measurable 

behavior.  “Attitude” refers to our impression, not to what the person did or said.   

Saying someone had a “poor attitude” generally means that his or her communication or 

communication style struck us as not sufficiently respectful, complimentary to us, or 

positive. And why is this a problem?  Because it allows us to apply different standards to 

people of different demographics such as gender; for example if we expect women, or 

people of a different race or age group to be more deferential, cheerful, or apologetic, 

we would be more likely to say they had a poor attitude if they failed to conform with our 

standards, and that would be unfair.  These double standards can of course be 

unconscious among people who don’t view themselves as biased, and this makes it all 

the more important to specify the exact nature of any transgressions to determine 

whether consequences are warranted. 

So I suggest that it would be far more fair and correct to look beyond Ms. Goldstein’s 

attitude, and  determine whether she actually engaged in prohibited violations. 

On the matter of Last Home LLC, Ms. Goldstein did recuse herself after one meeting, 

even though she disagreed that she had a conflict of interest.  Thus the Ethics Board’s 

main issue cannot be her failure to recuse herself, because she did. The issue is 

apparently her view that she did not have a conflict of interest, so recusal was not 

required.  Now surely Ms. Goldstein had a right to her own opinion and had the right to 

disagree.  The Decision says that she “showed no contrition and no willingness to 

consider the views of the Ethics Board.”  That’s tough to prove, because she obviously 

did consider those views, as she recused herself even while not personally agreeing 

that she was required to do so.    

We now come to the remaining issue: that Ms. Goldstein’s violation was that she did not 

show “contrition,” meaning that she was expected to apologize.   I’m sure no one could 



demonstrate that apologies are a requirement or a consistent standard applied to all 

land use board members when discussing their views.  Apologies are not required, so I 

think it opens a very good question as to why Ms. Goldstein is being singled out in this 

way. 

On the matter of Hampshire Recreation, there is no rule, law or standard that a land use 

board member is required to recuse based on proximity of her own property.  In fact, 

other land use board members have not been required to do so, and neither should Ms. 

Goldstein have been required to do so.  Again this raises the question that I think 

Village residents should now carefully consider:  Why would Ms. Goldstein be removed 

from the Planning Board in violation of a rule that doesn’t exist and has never been 

enforced?   

In summary, I believe that the Village has not demonstrated a reason to remove Cindy 

Goldstein from the Planning Board and such action should not be taken. 







Cindy Goldstein and her husband have generously contributed their time and 

money to the Village and to public initiatives through the years. They are both 

giving people who have always worked to make the Village a great place to live 

for all.  So, it is especially troublesome to hear Ms. Goldstein’s ethics questioned. 

She is an incredible asset to our Village, honest and hard working. 

 

I am also very disturbed by the fact that she is being held to a different standard 

than Lou Santoro in 2017. I was present at the BOT meeting when Mr. Santoro 

clearly violated the village code of ethics by participating in a discussion and 

arguing for the board to reimburse him for his legal expenses.  He was told at that 

hearing that he should recuse himself immediately. He refused to do so and 

continued to participate in the matter.  After conducting an investigation,  although 

the ethics board determined that Mr. Santoro  violated the Village’s Code of 

Ethics, they somehow concluded that Mr. Santoro acted in good faith and did not 

sanction him in any way.  

 

Now, Ms. Goldstein disagrees with the ethics board’s contention that she should 

recuse herself on matters before the Planning Board. But the ethics board has 

decided not only that she is not acting in good faith, but her attitude is so repugnant 

that she must be removed from her position. How can the board of ethics explain 

this different treatment of Mr. Santoro and Ms. Goldstein? Is Ms. Goldstein’s 

reluctance to recuse really the worst ethics violation in the memory of the board as 

it claims? And we must remember that Ms. Goldstein actually did recuse on the 

Hommocks Road application and was only present for the administrative opening 

of the review. 

 

I am also troubled by the disparity in the treatment of John Verni and Ms. 

Goldstein regarding the issue of proximity to an applicant before a land use board. 

I have not heard a satisfactory explanation as to how or why these cases were 

treated so differently. 

 

Mr. Verni testified before the ethics board that the pressure for Ms. Goldstein to 

recuse originated with the Mayor.  According to Mr. Verni's testimony, the Mayor  

told the Village attorney to call Mr. Verni, the chairman of the Planning Board, to 

instruct Ms. Goldstein to recuse.  I do not believe it is appropriate for the Mayor or 

any Trustee  to weigh in on the review of a land use application.   

 

At the BOT meeting held on June 8th, several residents offered their opinion that 

Ms. Goldstein should be removed from the Planning Board based on the simple 

fact that the Ethics Board's decision was unanimous. The hearing before the mayor 



included hours of testimony from Ms. Goldstein in which she clearly and 

convincingly refuted every single charge and allegation  the Ethics Board cited in 

their report and investigation. 

 

The ethics board review of this matter is wrong and the recommendation to remove 

Ms. Goldstein from the Planning Board is wrong. 

 

 

Robert Stark 

Mamaroneck resident 
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